Happy Easter! 




A supporter of same-sex marriage protests with other demonstrators outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, March 27, 2013. The court returned to the subject 
of same-sex marriage for a second day Wednesday, when the justices heard arguments about the constitutionality of the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 
of 1996. 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 


Justices seem poised to end federal marriage law 


© 2013 New York Time 
WASHINGTON - The Su¬ 
preme Court appeared 
ready Wednesday to strike 
down a central part of a 
federal law that defines 
marriage as the union of 
a man and a woman as a 
majority of the justices ex¬ 
pressed reservations about 
the Defense of Marriage 
Act on the second day of 
intense arguments over the 
volatile issue of same-sex 
marriage. 

Justice Anthony M. Ken¬ 
nedy, who most likely holds 
the decisive vote, returned 
again and again to the 


theme that deciding who 
is married is a matter for 
the states. The federal gov¬ 
ernment, he said, should 
respect “the historic com¬ 
mitment of marriage and 
questions of the rights of 
children to the states.” 

That suggests that he is 
prepared to vote with the 
court's four liberal mem¬ 
bers to strike down the part 
of the 1996 law that recog¬ 
nizes only the marriage of 
opposite-sex couples for 
more than 1,000 federal 
laws and programs. Such 
a ruling would deliver fed¬ 
eral benefits to married 


same-sex couples in the 
nine states, and the District 
of Columbia, that allow 
such unions. If the 1996 law 
stands, Kennedy said, “you 
are at real risk with running 
in conflict with what has al¬ 
ways been the essence” of 
state power, which he said 
was to regulate marriage, 
divorce and custody. 

All four members of the 
court's liberal wing ques¬ 
tioned the constitutional¬ 
ity of the law, though they 
largely focused on equal 
protection principles rather 
than on the limits of federal 
power. 


Justice Ruth Bader Gins- 
burg, for instance, said the 
law effectively created 
“two kinds of marriage: the 
full marriage and then this 
sort of skim-milk marriage.” 
Paul D. Clement, who 
served as solicitor general 
under President George 
W. Bush and is defending 
the law on behalf of House 
Republicans, argued that 
the federal government 
was entitled to use a uni¬ 
form definition of marriage 
across the nation. 

Clement said that countless 
laws over time had been 
enacted with the tradition¬ 


al definition of marriage in 
mind. When Congress ap¬ 
proved the 1996 law, he 
said, it was worried that if 
one state extended the 
definition to include same- 
sex couples, it would ef¬ 
fectively force other states 
and the federal govern¬ 
ment to recognize them, 
too. Lawmakers were con¬ 
cerned, he said, that “this is 
a redefinition of an age-old 
institution." 

Justice Elena Kagan said 
there was something else 
at work. 

Continued on Page 4 
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North Korea cuts last military hotline with Seoul 


HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Raising tensions with South 
Korea yet again, North Ko¬ 
rea cut its last military hot¬ 
line with Seoul on Wednes¬ 
day, saying there was no 
need to continue military 
communications between 
the countries in a situation 
“where a war may break 
out at any moment.” 

The hotline — a dedicated 
telephone link between 
the two militaries — was 
used mainly to arrange for 
South Koreans who work at 
an industrial complex in the 
North to cross the heavily 
armed border. When the 
connection was last sev¬ 
ered in 2009, some workers 
were stranded in the North. 
Normal direct telephone 
communications do not 


exist between the two The shutdown of the ho- threats and provocative 
countries. tline is the latest of many actions from North Korea, 



A South Korean army K1 tank fires live rounds during an exercise at Seungjin Fire Training Field 
in mountainous Pocheon, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Wednesday, March 27, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Yonhap, Lim Byung-shick) 
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which is angry over U.S.- 
South Korean military drills 
and recent U.N. sanctions 
punishing it for its Feb. 12 
nuclear test. 

A senior North Korean mili¬ 
tary official informed the 
South that all regular mili¬ 
tary dialogue and commu¬ 
nications channels would 
remain cut until South Ko¬ 
rea halts its “hostile acts” 
against the North. 

North Korea recently also 
cut a Red Cross hotline 
with South Korea and an¬ 
other with the U.S.-led U.N. 
command at the border 
between the Koreas. 

The link severed Wednes¬ 
day has been essential 
in operating the last ma¬ 
jor symbol of inter-Korean 
cooperation: an industrial 
complex in the North that 
employs hundreds of work¬ 
ers from the South. It was 
used to arrange for cross- 
border shipments and for 
workers going north and 
returning to South Korea. 
There was no immediate 
word about the impact on 
South Korean workers who 
were at the Kaesong indus¬ 
trial complex. 

Outside North Korea, 
Pyongyang’s actions are 
seen in part as an effort to 
spur dormant diplomatic 
talks to wrest outside aid, 
and to strengthen internal 
loyalty to young leader Kim 
Jong Un and build up his 
military credentialsO 



Record- 
breaking 
cyberattack hits 
anti-spam group 

RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A record- 
breaking cyberattack 
targeting an anti-spam 
watchdog group has sent 
ripples of disruption cours¬ 
ing across the Web, ex¬ 
perts said Wednesday. 
Spamhaus, a site respon¬ 
sible for keeping ads for 
counterfeit Viagra and bo¬ 
gus weight-loss pills out of 
the world’s inboxes, said it 
had been buffeted by the 
monster denial-of-service 
attack since mid-March, 
apparently from groups 
angry at being blacklisted 
by the Swiss-British group. 

“It is a small miracle that 
we’re still online,” Spam¬ 
haus researcher Vincent 
Hanna said. 

Denial-of-service attacks 
overwhelm a server with 
traffic — like hundreds 
of letters being jammed 
through a mail slot at the 
same time. Security experts 
measure those attacks in 
bits of data per second. 
Recent cyberattacks — 
like the ones that caused 
persistent outages at U.S. 
banking sites late last year 
— have tended to peak at 
100 billion bits per second. 
But the furious assault on 
Spamhaus has shattered 
the charts, clocking in at 
300 billion bits per second, 
according to San Francis¬ 
co-based CloudFlare Inc., 
which Spamhaus has en¬ 
listed to help it weather the 
attack. 

“It was likely quite a bit 
more, but at some point 
measurement systems 
can’t keep up,” Cloud- 
Flare chief executive Mat¬ 
thew Prince wrote in an 
email. 

Patrick Gilmore of Akamai 
Technologies said that 
was no understatement. 
“This attack is the largest 
that has been publicly dis¬ 
closed, ever, in the history 
of the Internet,” he said. 
Gilmore said the attack’s 
perpetrators had taken 
advantage of weaknesses 
in the Internet’s infrastruc¬ 
ture to trick thousands of 
servers into routing a tor¬ 
rent of junk traffic to Spam¬ 
haus every secondO 































Cyprus: cash withdrawals capped at 300 euros 


M. HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press 
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 

Banks in Cyprus are to 
open for the first time in 
more than a week on Thurs¬ 
day, operating for six hours 
from noon (10:00 GMT), but 
restrictions will be in place 
on financial transactions to 
prevent people from drain¬ 
ing their accounts. 

Among the capital controls, 
cash withdrawals will be 
limited to 300 euros ($383) 
per person each day. No 
checks will be cashed, al¬ 
though people will be able 
to deposit them in their 
accounts, according to a 
ministerial decree that was 
released late Thursday. 

The controls will be in place 
for four days. 

Cyprus’s banks were 
closed on March 16 as poli¬ 
ticians scrambled to come 
up with a plan to raise 5.8 
billion euros ($7.5 billion) so 
the country would qualify 
for 10 billion euros ($12.9 
billion) in much-need bail¬ 
out loans for its collapsed 
banking sector. The deal 
was finally reached in Brus¬ 
sels early Monday, and im¬ 
poses severe losses on de¬ 
posits of over 100,000 euros 
in the country’s two largest 
banks, Laiki and Bank of 
Cyprus. 

Since Monday’s deal, Cy- 


priof authorifies have been 
rushing fo introduce mea¬ 
sures to prevent a rush of 
euros out of the country’s 
banks when they do re¬ 
open. 

Other capital controls in¬ 
clude a cap of 5,000 euros 
on transactions with other 
countries, provided the 
customer presents support¬ 


ing documents. Payments 
above that amount will 
need special approval. 
Travelers leaving the coun¬ 
try won’t be able to take 
with them anything over 


1,000 euros in cash — as 
well as the equivalent sum 
in foreign currency. 

Tuition fees and living ex¬ 
penses of up to 5,000 eu¬ 
ros for three months will be 
permitted for overseas stu¬ 
dents, but documentation 
must be provided proving 
the student’s relationship to 
the dispatcher. 


Also investors will also not 
be able to terminate fixed- 
term deposit accounts be¬ 
fore they mature unless the 
funds are to be used for 
the repayment of a loan in 


the same bank, the decree 
says. 

In the capital, Nicosia, 
armed police officers 
guarded several trucks car¬ 
rying containers arriving at 
the country’s Central Bank, 
while a helicopter hovered 
overhead. 

The contents of the trucks 
could not be indepen¬ 
dently confirmed, although 
state-run television said 
they were carrying cash 
flown in from Frankfurf for 
fhe bank reopening. 
Meanwhile, private security 
firm G4S will dispatch 180 of 
its staff to all bank branches 
across the island to keep a 
lid on any possible trouble, 
said John Argyrou, manag¬ 
ing director of fhe firm’s Cy- 
priof arm. 

Argyrou said he doesn't 
foresee any serious trou¬ 
ble unfolding once banks 
open their doors because 
people had time to “di¬ 
gest” what has transpired. 
“There may be some iso¬ 
lated incidents, but it's in 
our culture to be civil and 
patient, so I don’t expect 
anything serious." 

Another 120 staff from G4S 
would be assigned money 
transportation duties. 

In Nicosia Wednesday 
night, several hundred 
demonstrators marched 
from the European Union's 


offices in the capital to Par¬ 
liament to protest the bail¬ 
out plan. 

Before its collapse, Cyprus's 
banking sector grew to 
nearly eight times the size 
of the country’s economy, 
mainly on the back of sub¬ 
stantial deposits from Rus¬ 
sia. This sparked accusa¬ 
tions that the country was 
being used by Russian crim¬ 
inals to launder their mon¬ 
ey. Over the past week, the 
government in Moscow has 
criticized Europe’s handling 
of the crisis in Cyprus. 
Russian millionaire business¬ 
man Andrey Dashin told 
the Associated Press in an 
interview that he doesn't 
believe his fellow coun¬ 
trymen would rush to pull 
businesses or money out of 
the country once banks re¬ 
open, despite the fact that 
many will take a hit from 
a tax on accounts over 
100,000 euros in both Bank 
of Cyprus and Laiki. 

“There won’t be a substan¬ 
tial Russian run” on Cypriot 
banks, said Dashin, 37, who 
runs his currency specula¬ 
tion company ForexTime 
from a brand-new high- 
rise in the southern coastal 
resort of Limassol. Dashin 
doesn't stand to lose on his 
deposits which aren’t in ei¬ 
ther of the top two Cypriot 
banks.□ 



Russian millionaire businessman Andrey Dashin is seen at a 
balcony of his office in southern port city of Limassol, Cyprus, 
Wednesday, March 27, 2013. Dashin told the Associated Press 
in an interview that he doesn’t believe his fellow countrymen 
would rush to pull businesses or money out of the country once 
banks reopen, despite the fact that many will take a hit from a 
tax on accounts over 100,000 euros in both Bank of Cyprus and 
Laiki bank. 

(AP Photo/Pavlos Vrionides) 














THURSDAY 28 MARCH 


ms. NEWS 


m 



Justices seem poised to end federal marriage law 



Ryan Toney, a student at The George Washington University, 
demonstrates with other supporters of same-sex marriage 
outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, March 27, 2013. 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 


Continued from front 

“Do we really think Con¬ 
gress was doing this for uni¬ 
formity reasons or do we 
think the Congress’ judg¬ 
ment was infected by dis¬ 
like, by animus, by fear?” 
she asked. She read a 
quote from the House re¬ 
cord at the time the law 
was passed suggesting 
that lawmakers wanted to 
show “moral disapproval 
of homosexuality.” 

Clement responded: “Of 
course the House report 
says that. I think if that’s 
enough to invalidate the 
statute you should invali¬ 
date the statute. But that’s 
never been enough.” He 


said that “just because 
a couple legislators may 
have had an improper mo¬ 
tive” did not mean there 
was not a legitimate pur¬ 
pose to the law. 

The arguments came a 
day after another gay- 
marriage case was de¬ 
bated before the court, a 
challenge to California’s 
Proposition 8, which bans 
such unions. That argument 
was murky and muddled, 
and many of the questions 
from the justices suggested 
that they were looking for 
a way to duck the cen¬ 
tral issue.By comparison, 
Wednesday’s case was 
modest and the arguments 


clear. The court heard a 
preliminary 50-minute ses¬ 
sion on threshold issues, 
but they did not seem to 
threaten to send the case 
off the rails. 

The court appointed Vicki 
C. Jackson, a law professor 
at Harvard, to argue a po¬ 
sition not fully supported by 
any party: that the case's 
odd procedural posture 
means the court lacks ju¬ 
risdiction to decide it. The 
problem, she said, is that 
both sides want the same 
result. “There is not adver¬ 
sity,” she said. “They are in 
agreement.” 

To be sure, there were 
some sharp questions. 


“This is wholly unprec¬ 
edented,” Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr. said of 
the odd way the case had 
reached the court. “You’re 
asking us to do something 
we've never done before 
to reach this case.” 

“It's unusual," acknowl¬ 
edged Srikanth Srinivasan, 
a deputy solicitor general. 
“No, it's not unusual,” Rob¬ 
erts said. “It's totally un¬ 
precedented.” 

After an appeals court 
struck down the chal¬ 
lenged part of the law, the 
outcome the administra¬ 
tion had urged, the Justice 
Department nonetheless 
appealed, saying the issue 
warranted an authoritative 
decision from the Supreme 
Court. 

Roberts and some of the 
other more conservative 
justices expressed irrita¬ 
tion that the case was be¬ 
fore them at all and said 
President Barack Obama’s 
stance - to enforce the law 
but not defend it - contra¬ 
dicted itself. 

“I don’t see why he doesn’t 
have the courage of his 
convictions” and not en¬ 
force the law if he thinks it is 
unconstitutional, the chief 
justice said. 

There were also questions 
about whether House Re¬ 


publicans had standing to 
defend the law. “Nobody 
is suggesting,” Clement 
said, “that this is a best- 
practices situation.” But 
there did not seem to be a 
consensus on the bench to 
avoid deciding the consti¬ 
tutionality of the law. 
Dismissing the case on 
standing grounds would 
probably have the effect 
of letting stand the appeals 
court ruling that threw 
out the law. But while the 
conservative justices ex¬ 
pressed skepticism that the 
court should be deciding 
the matter, Kennedy sug¬ 
gested there was an issue 
legitimately before them 
because “it seems to me 
there’s injury here." 
Wednesday’s case. United 
States v. Windsor, No. 12- 
307, concerns two New 
York City women, Edith 
Windsor and Thea Clara 
Spyer, who married in 2007 
in Canada. Spyer died in 
2009, and Windsor inher¬ 
ited her property. 

The 1996 law did not allow 
the Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice to treat Windsor as a 
surviving spouse, and she 
faced a tax bill of about 
$360,000 that a spouse in 
an opposite-sex marriage 
would not have had to 
pay.Q 
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Obama suggests immigration bill could pass by summer 


JULIE PACE 

AP White House Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
pressed for swift action on 
a sweeping immigration 
bill Wednesday, saying 
last-minute obstacles are 
“resolvable” and predict¬ 
ing Congress could pass 
historic legislation by the 
end of the summer. 

In back-to-back inter¬ 
views with Spanish-lan- 
guage television net¬ 
works, Obama repeatedly 
voiced confidence in a bi¬ 
partisan Senate group that 
appears to be on the cusp 
of unveiling a draft bill. And 
he said that while he is still 
prepared to step in with his 
own bill if talks break down, 
he doesn't expect that 
step to be necessary. 

“If we have a bill intro¬ 
duced at the beginning of 
next month as these sena¬ 
tors indicate it will be, then 
I’m confident that we can 
get it done certainly before 
the end of the summer,” 
Obama told Telemundo. 
While overhauling Ameri¬ 
ca’s patchwork immigra¬ 
tion laws is a top second 
term priority for the presi¬ 
dent, he has ceded the 
negotiations almost en¬ 
tirely to Congress. He and 
his advisers have calcu¬ 


lated that a bill crafted by 
Congress stands a better 
chance of winning Re¬ 
publican support than one 
overtly influenced by the 
president. 


In his interviews Wednes¬ 
day, Obama tried to stay 
out of the prickly policy is¬ 
sues that remain unfinished 
in the Senate talks, though 
he said a split between 
business and labor on wag¬ 
es for new low-skilled work¬ 
ers was unlikely to “doom" 
the legislation. 

“This is a resolvable issue,” 
he said. 


The president also spoke 
Wednesday with Univision. 
His interviews followed a 
citizenship ceremony con¬ 
ducted Monday at the 
White House where he 


pressed Congress to “finish 
fhe job” on immigration, 
an issue that has vexed 
Washington for years. 

The president made little 
progress in overhauling 
fractured U.S. immigration 
laws in his first term, but he 
redoubled his efforts after 
winning re-election. The 
November contest also 
spurred some Republicans 


to drop their opposition to 
immigration reform, given 
that Hispanics overwhelm¬ 
ingly backed Obama. 

In an effort to keep Repub¬ 
licans at the negotiation 


table, Obama has stayed 
relatively quiet on immigra¬ 
tion over the last month. 
Obama and the Sen¬ 
ate working group are in 
agreement on some core 
principles, including a 
pathway to citizenship for 
mosf of the 11 million ille¬ 
gal immigrants already in 
America, revamping the 
legal immigration system 


and holding businesses to 
tougher standards on veri¬ 
fying their workers are in 
the country legally. 

But they're at odds over 
key issues. The Senate 
group wants the citizen¬ 
ship pathway to be con¬ 
tingent on securing the 
border, something Obama 
opposes. The president 
has also sidestepped the 
contentious guest-worker 
issue, which contributed to 
derailing immigration talks 
in 2007. The U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
AFL-CIO have reached 
significant agreements on 
a new visa program that 
would bring up to 200,000 
lower-skilled workers to the 
country each year. But 
they reached a stalemate 
Friday over wages for the 
workers, with the labor 
union pushing for higher 
wages than the chamber 
has agreed to so far. 

Since fhen, falks have re¬ 
sumed and negotiators are 
“back on the right track,” 
Ana Avendano, a lead 
AFL-CIO negotiator, said 
Wednesday. 

Avendano declined to of¬ 
fer specifics but said the 
chamber had moved 
off what she termed its 
insistence on “poverty- 
level wages” for the new 
workers. □ 



President Barack Obama, accompanied by Vice President Joe Biden and Julia Pierson, left, speaks 
in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, March 27, 2013, after Biden 
administered the oath of office to Pierson as director of the U.S. Secret Service. Obama pressed for 
swift action on immigration Wednesday, saying last-minute obstacles are “resolvable.” 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 
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Theater massacre suspect Holmes offers guilty plea 


DAN ELLIOTT 
P. S. BANDA 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Colorado 
theater shooting suspect 
James Holmes has offered 
to plead guilty and serve 
the rest of his life in prison to 
avoid the death penalty — 
a deal that would bring a 
swift end to the sometimes 
wrenching courtroom bat¬ 
tle and circumvent a pro¬ 
longed debate over his 
sanity. 

Prosecutors haven’t said 
whether they would ac¬ 
cept the offer, and victims 
and survivors of last sum¬ 
mer's massacre were di¬ 
vided on what should be 
done. 

Melisa Cowden, whose ex- 
husband was killed in the 
theater, said Wednesday 
she was resolutely opposed 


to a plea deal. 

“He didn’t give 12 people 
the chance to plea bar¬ 
gain and say, ‘Let’s see if 
you’re going to shoot me or 
not,'” said Cowden, whose 
two teenage daughters 
were with their father when 
he was killed. 

“No. No plea bargain,” she 
said. The attack during a 
crowded midnight showing 
of “The Dark Knight Rises” 
left a dozen people dead 
and 70 injured. 

Prosecutors have said Hol¬ 
mes planned the assault for 
months, casing the theater 
complex in the Denver sub¬ 
urb of Aurora, amassing a 
small arsenal and rigging 
potentially deadly booby- 
traps in his apartment. 

Then on July 20, he donned 
a police-style helmet and 
body armor, tossed a gas 


canister into the theater 
crowd and opened fire, 
prosecutors said. 

The plea offer, made by 
Holmes’ lawyers on his be¬ 
half earlier this month, was 
disclosed a defense court 


filing on Wednesday. It was 
made public just days be¬ 
fore the prosecution was 
set to announce whether 
they would seek the death 
penalty. 

The filing didn't include the 


specifics of the offer. It said 
only that Holmes would 
agree to life in prison with¬ 
out parole — instead of 
fhe death penalty — and 
didn’t mention any other 
concessions. 

Pierce O'Farrill, who was 
shot three times, said he 
would welcome an agree¬ 


ment that would imprison 
Holmes for life. The years 
of court struggles ahead 
would likely be emotionally 
stressful for victims, he said. 
“I don’t see his death bring¬ 
ing me peace," O'Farrill 
said. “To me, my prayer 
for him was that he would 
spend the rest of his life in 
prison and hopefully, in all 
those years he has left, he 
could find God and ask for 
forgiveness himself.” 

Tom Sullivan, whose son 
Alex was killed, said he has 
wanted prosecutors to pur¬ 
sue the death penalty. But 
he said he wouldn't object 
to a plea agreement if it 
avoided a lengthy court 
battle — and if Holmes got 
no privileges in prison. 

“That was kind of a sore 
point with us,” he said, re¬ 
ferring to privileges such as 
outside exercise or listening 
to music. “We didn’t think 
this kind of person should 
have any kind of privileges 
except the bare essentials." 
Holmes, a former gradu¬ 
ate student at the Univer¬ 
sity of Colorado, Denver, 
had seen a psychiatrist 
at the school before the 
shootings.Q 



Aurora theater shooting suspect James Holmes sits in the court¬ 
room during his arraignment in Centennial, Colo. 

(AP Photo/RJ Sangosti) 


Aruba Home Minders 
& Limbo Aruba 


INVITES YOU. 


Wine & Cheese * 

OPEN HOUSE __ 




Thursday March 28 at 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Satina Serca #37-B & 39-F 
(2 blocks west of Marriott Resort) 

For private tours Cell: 733-4663 / 594-4002 
info@arubahomeminders .com 


^K%/ooyme 



$ 21j95 includes soda per person 


Rock n’ Lent Menu Special 


Available for lunch & diner on Friday's only 


Fish and chips 

served with fries, tartar sauce 
and iemon on the side 

Boz Mahi Mahi 

served with mashed potato, 
steamed veggies and ieman 
on the side 

Veggie Burger 

served with sub saiad and 
choke of dressing 


■ruH 5-1 


flTfSi 


\cyTH 


i.rs-1 


hJ 




I As'| 

































U.S. NEWSI A7 


THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2013 


Ex-Florida Republican chief gets prison for theft 



Jim Greer, the former chairman of the Republican Party of Flor¬ 
ida, right, hugs his wife Lisa before being sentenced in court, 
Wednesday, March 27, 2013 in Orlando. 

(AP Photo/Red Huber) 


MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

The former chairman of fhe 
Republican Parfy of Florida 
was sentenced Wednes¬ 
day to one-and-a-half 
years for stealing $125,000 
in party funds, completing 
the fall of a man who once 
was one of the most pow¬ 
erful political figures in the 
state. 

It averted a trial that had 
threatened to expose the 
underbelly of Florida’s 
dominant political par¬ 
ty and its formerly high- 


spending ways. Some of 
Florida's most powerful pol¬ 
iticians were scheduled as 
witnesses, including former 
Gov. Charlie Crist, former 
U.S. Sen. George LeMieux, 
former Florida Attorney 
General Bill McCollum and 
several state House and 
state Senate leaders. 
Topics covered in pretrial 
depositions included al¬ 
legations of prostitutes at 
a state Republican fund¬ 
raiser in the Bahamas, the 
drinking habits of Crist and 
intraparty strife. 

Jim Greer was sentenced 


in Orlando, more than a 
month after he pleaded 
guilty to four counts of 
theft and a single county 
of money laundering. 
Circuit Judge Marc Lubet 
handed down a sentence 
that was less severe than 
the three-and-a-half years 
in prison requested by pros¬ 
ecutors. Lubet explained 
that he went with a more 
lenient sentence because 
Greer had agreed to pay 
restitution. 

Prosecutors said Greer tun¬ 
neled almost $200,000 to a 
company he had formed 
with his right-hand man, 
Delmar Johnson. He kept 


$125,000 of the money tun¬ 
neled to Victory Strategies 
for himself. 

Johnson had been sched¬ 
uled to be prosecutors' star 
witness and was granted 
immunity in exchange for 
his testimony. 

Greer was vice mayor of 
the small central Florida 
town of Oviedo when 
Crist surprisingly picked 
him to be the state party 
chairman after he led lo¬ 
cal efforts to help Crist get 
elected governor in 2006. 
He previously was the pres¬ 
ident and CEO of a com¬ 
pany that provides training 
to the hospitality industry 


on how to comply with al¬ 
cohol laws. 

Until he entered his guilty 
pleas, Greer had contend¬ 
ed that party leaders, in¬ 
cluding Crist, knew about 
the financial arrangement 
that gave Greer's com¬ 
pany a cut of party money 
in exchange for fundrais¬ 
ing efforts. Greer had said 
he was targeted because 
of his support for Crist, who 
later defected from the 
Republican Party to run as 
an independent for U.S. 
Senate but lost to Marco 
Rubio. 

Crist denied ever knowing 
about the arrangementO 
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Hunters begin boycott 
over Colorado gun laws 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado (AP) — Hunters 
across the United States 
are boycotting Colorado 
because of recent legisla¬ 
tion meant to curtail gun 
violence. 

Michael Bane, a producer 
for The Outdoor Channel, 
announced he will no lon¬ 
ger film his four shows in 
Colorado, and hunters are 
joining the protests. 

Hunting outfitters say peo¬ 
ple began cancelling trips 
after the legislation passed, 
the Colorado Springs Ga¬ 
zette reported. The num¬ 
bers are few, but growing. 
Colorado’s governor 
signed bills this month that 
ban ammunition maga¬ 
zines that hold more than 
15 rounds, and require 
background checks for pri¬ 
vate and online gun sales. 
Those new gun laws and 
others were drawn up in 


response to mass killings at 
a suburban Denver movie 
theater and a Connecticut 
elementary school. 
Northwest Colorado hunt¬ 
ing guide Chris Jurney ex¬ 
pects more state defec¬ 
tions in a major tourism in¬ 
dustry. Out-of-state hunters 
accounted for 15 percent 
of hunting licenses last 
year, 86,000, compared 
with 489,000 for residents. 
“There's a united front of 
sportsmen that are tired 
of having their freedoms 
and liberties and funda¬ 
mental rights taken away 
from them,” said Jurney, 
vice president of the Colo¬ 
rado Outfitters Association. 
“That kind of unity among 
sportsmen is going to be 
big, and unfortunately for 
those of us who live here, 
we're going to suffer the 
consequences of this mis¬ 
guided legislation.” □ 
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New Mexico farmers push to be made a priority in drought 


FELICITY BARRINGER 
© 2013 New York Times 
CARLSBAD, N.M. - Just after 
the local water board an¬ 
nounced this month that 
its farmers would get only 
one-tenth of their normal 
water allotment this year, 
Ronnie Walterscheid, 53, 
stood up and called on 
his elected representatives 
to declare a water war on 
their upstream neighbors. 
“It’s always been about us 
giving up,” Walterscheid 
said, to nods. “I say we 
push back hard right now." 
The drought-fueled anger 
of southeastern New Mex¬ 
ico’s farmers and ranchers 
is boiling, and there is no¬ 
where near enough water 
in the desiccated Pecos 
River to cool it down. Ro¬ 
swell, about 75 miles to the 
north, has somewhat more 
water available and so is 
the focus of intense resent¬ 


ment here. Walterscheid 
and others believe that 
Roswell’s artesian wells re¬ 
duce Carlsbad's surface 
water. 

For decades, the regional 
status quo meant the north¬ 
erners pumped ground- 
water and the southerners 
piped surface water. Now, 
amid the worst drought 
on record, some in Carls¬ 
bad say they must upend 
the status quo to survive. 
They want to make what is 
known as a priority call on 
the Pecos River. 

A priority call, an exceed¬ 
ingly rare maneuver, is the 
nuclear option in the world 
of water. Such a call would 
try to force the state to re¬ 
turn to what had been the 
basic principle of water 
distribution in the West: The 
lands whose owners first 
used the water - in most 
cases farmland - get first 


call on it in times of scarci¬ 
ty. Big industries can be los¬ 
ers; small farmers winners. 
The threat of such a move 
reflects the political impact 
of the droughts that are 
becoming the new normal 


in the West. 

“A call on the river is a call 
for a shakeout,” explained 
Daniel McCool, a Universi¬ 
ty of Utah political scientist 
and author of “River Re¬ 
public: The Fall and Rise of 



Brantley Dam tender Bill Berry stands at the edge of the Pecos 
River outside Carlsbad, N.M., March 12, 2013. With the river des¬ 
iccated, some in southeastern New Mexico are trying to force 
the state to distribute water in a way that would allow most farm¬ 
ers to benefit over big industries. 

(Ivan Pierre Aguirre/The New York Times) 
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America’s Rivers.” 

“It’s not going to be farm¬ 
ers versus environmentalists 
or liberals versus conserva¬ 
tives," he said. “It’s going to 
be the people who have 
water versus the people 
who don’t." Dudley Jones, 
the manager for the Carls¬ 
bad Irrigation District, said 
that water law and alloca¬ 
tion practice have long di¬ 
verged. “We have it in the 
state constitution: First in 
time, first in right. But that’s 
not how it’s practiced.” 
In New Mexico's political 
pecking order, his alfalfa 
farmers, despite senior pri¬ 
ority rights dating back 100 
years, have little clout. The 
state water authorities, he 
said, “are not going to cut 
out the city.” 

“They’re not going to cut 
out the dairy industry,” he 
added. “They’re not going 


to cut off the oil and gas 
industry, because that's 
economic development. 
So we're left with a dilem¬ 
ma - the New Mexico wa¬ 
ter dilemma.” 

A priority call, said McCool, 
“will glaringly demonstrate 
how unfair, how anachro¬ 
nistic the whole water law 
edifice is.” 

He added, “The all-or- 
nothing dynamic of prior 
appropriation instantly sets 
up conflict. I get all of mine 
and you get nothing.” 

In 2012, parts of the river¬ 
bed were dry for 77 days, 
said Mike Hamman, the 
area manager for the fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Reclamation 
in Albuquerque. In 2011, 
with the drought sending 
feed prices up, the Clovis 
Livestock auction house, 
the region's biggest, sold 
144,000 head of cattle, 
20 percent above aver¬ 
age. “Some herds have 
sold out," said the presi¬ 
dent, Charlie Rogers. Most 
ranchers have reduced 
their herds to 25 percent 
of their previous size, he 
said. Hay, he said, costs 
too much. Higher prices, 
however, did not offset 
the losses that hay farm¬ 
ers like Mark Weems and 
Billy Grandi in Carlsbad suf¬ 
fered when they could not 
water their fields. Weems 
said he had to sell 22 acres 
to make payments on his 
farm and equipment. The 
buyer: an oil-related com¬ 
pany that wanted the wa¬ 
ter rights. As for Brantley 
Lake, the nearest reservoir, 
“Two months ago it looked 
like you could drive a four- 
wheeler across it," Weems 
said. Grandi added, “If the 
drought continues, a lot of 
farmers will just have to sell 
out."Q 
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Syria’s Assad appeals to African BRICS summit for help 


ALBERT AJI 
BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

Syria's increasingly isolated 
president sent a letter call¬ 
ing for help from leaders of 
five nations at an econom¬ 
ic meeting Wednesday in 


South Africa to help end his 
country’s civil war. 

Bashar Assad’s appeal to 
Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa came a 
day after the Arab League 
endorsed Syria's Western- 
backed opposition coali¬ 
tion, allowing it to take the 
country’s seat at a summit 
in Doha, Qatar. The move 
drew strong condemna¬ 
tion from Damascus, which 
warned it will take “appro¬ 
priate measures” to defend 


its sovereignty. 

Attempts to end Syria’s 
2-year-old conflict through 
peaceful means have 
failed to make progress. 
The opposition, including 
the main Syrian National 
Coalition, says it will accept 
nothing less than Assad’s 


departure from power 
while Assad’s government 
has vowed to continue the 
battle until the rebel forces 
— which it refers to as ter¬ 
rorists — are crushed. 

“This requires a clear inter¬ 
national will to dry up the 
sources of terrorism and 
stop its funding and arm¬ 
ing,” Assad said in the letter, 
which was carried by Syrian 
state media on Wednes¬ 
day. It was addressed to 
the leaders at the BRICS 



Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, in Durban, South 
Africa. Vladimir Putin is on a working visit and attended a meet¬ 
ing with the leaders of Brazil, Russia, India and China (BRICS) 
during an Africa Dialogue Forum in Durban on Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/RIA-Novosti, Alexei Druzhinin) 
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forum, which was started 
in 2009 amid the economic 
meltdown to chart a new 
and more equitable world 
economic order. 

Assad said Syria is sub¬ 
jected to “acts of terrorism 
backed by Arab, regional 
and Western nations” and 
asked the leaders to “work 
for an immediate cessa¬ 
tion of violence that would 
guarantee the success of 
the political solution." 

The opposition’s ascension 
to the Arab League further 
demonstrated the extent of 
the regime’s isolation two 
years into a civil war that 
the U.N. says has killed an 
estimated 70,000 people. 

In a further show of solidar¬ 
ity with anti-Assad forces. 


the summit in Qatar en¬ 
dorsed the “right of each 
state” to provide the Syrian 
people and the rebel Free 
Syrian Army with “all nec¬ 
essary means to ... defend 
themselves, including mili¬ 
tary means.” 

Following up on the en¬ 
dorsement, the Syrian Na¬ 
tional Coalition opened 
what it called its first em¬ 
bassy, raising its green, 
white and black rebel flag 
at different site from the 
now-closed Syrian Embassy 
in the Qatari capital. 

Key opposition figures 
looked on, including Ghas- 
san Hitto, George Sabra 
and leader Mouaz al-Khat- 
ib, who recently said he 
was stepping down from his 


post and criticized the in¬ 
ternational community for 
not doing enough to back 
the anti-Assad forces. En¬ 
voys from the U.S., Turkey, 
France and other nations 
that have backed the reb¬ 
els also attended the cere¬ 
mony. Many nations in the 
West, Arab world and else¬ 
where have declared the 
SNC the legitimate repre¬ 
sentative of the Syrian peo¬ 
ple and have effectively 
broken diplomatic ties with 
Assad’s government. 
Al-Khatib criticized a deci¬ 
sion by NATO not to use U.S. 
Patriot anti-missile batteries 
based in Turkey to help pro¬ 
tect parts of northern Syria 
from attacks by Assad’s 
military. Q 
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Egypt court challenges Morsi over top prosecutor 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
appeals court on Wednes¬ 
day annulled a presidential 
decree appointing the top 
prosecutor in a new chal¬ 
lenge by the judiciary to 
Islamist President Moham¬ 
med Morsi that throws the 
country's legal system into 
confusion. The unprec¬ 
edented verdict against 
the decree, which Morsi is¬ 
sued in November, brought 
to the surface how Egypt's 
stormy post-revolution 
transition has profoundly 
snarled the lines of authori¬ 


ty and law, leaving unclear 
the boundaries between 
powers of the president 
and the judiciary and who 
has the ultimate say in in¬ 
terpreting a deeply disput¬ 
ed constitution. 

It also opens a new phase 
in the political fight be¬ 
tween Morsi and his Islamist 
backers on one side and 
his mainly liberal and secu¬ 
lar opponents on the other, 
a fight into which the judi¬ 
ciary has repeatedly been 
dragged in the past year. 
Morsi supporters say the ju¬ 
diciary remains in the con¬ 
trol of supporters of the re- 



Prominent Egyptian blogger Alaa Abdel-Fattah is surrounded 
by supporters after his release from detention in Cairo, Egypt. 
Abdel-Fattah after refusing to cooperate with prosecutors into 
accusations he instigated violence against the country's most 
powerful Islamist group through comments posted on social 
media. 

(AP Photo/ Mostafa Darwish) 
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gime of ousted leader Hos- 
ni Mubarak, warning that 
they are seeking to derail 
the country’s democratic 
transition and undermine 
the president’s authority. 
Morsi's opponents say 
the elected president has 
continuously defied legal 
norms to force through his 
agenda and trampled on 
the judiciary’s indepen¬ 
dence in a bid to consoli¬ 
date his power. The courts 
are the sole branch of 
government not under 
the dominance of Morsi's 
Islamist allies, although he 
does have some backers. 
Most legal experts argued 
that the decision is effec¬ 
tive immediately and that 
the top prosecutor must 
be removed. If not, the 
current prosecutor has 
no powers to issue arrest 
warrants or refer cases to 
court, bringing the coun¬ 
try’s legal system to a halt, 
said constitutional law pro¬ 
fessor Mohammed Hassa- 
nein Abdel-AI. 

“It is unprecedented in the 
history of Egypt to question 
the legitimacy of the top 
prosecutor,” Abdel-AI said. 
“The president must cor¬ 
rect the course.” 

In a brief statement, the 
presidency said that it is 
waiting for the court to is¬ 
sue its reasons for the ruling 
before taking a decision. 
But Morsi’s supporters insist¬ 
ed the verdict violates the 
constitution and is likely to 
be shot down on appeal. 
“This is an invalid ruling. It 
violates the constitution,” 
said Abdel-Moneim Abdel- 
Maksoud, the legal adviser 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
the group from which Morsi 
hails. The dispute is rooted 
in a series of controversial 
decrees Morsi issued in No¬ 
vember that sparked wide¬ 
spread protests. In them, 
he decreed that the pros¬ 
ecutor general could serve 
in office for only four years, 
with immediate effect on 
the post’s holder at the 
time, Abdel-Meguid Mah¬ 
moud, who was in place 
since 2006. Morsi replaced 
Mahmoud with Talaat 
Abdullah, a career judge, 
and swiftly swore him in. 

At the same time, Morsi 
decreed that the judi¬ 
ciary could not reverse his 
decisions. □ 
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Bomb explodes near Acropolis in central Athens 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A 

bomb exploded outside a 
Greek ship owner's house 
near a crowded pedestri¬ 
an area under the Acrop¬ 
olis in central Athens on 
Wednesday night, causing 
minor damage but no inju¬ 
ries, police said. 

The explosion a few hun¬ 
dred meters from the coun¬ 
try’s most famous monu¬ 
ment occurred at about 
8:30 p.m. (1830 GMT), after 
a warning call to a Greek 
newspaper. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the blast, which follows 
a string of bomb attacks 
in the financially-strug¬ 
gling country by anarchist 


ACAPULCO, Mexico (AP) — 

Hundreds of armed vigilan¬ 
tes have taken control of a 
town on a major highway 
in the Pacific coast state 
of Guerrero, arresting local 
police officers and search¬ 
ing homes after a vigilante 
leader was killed. Several 
opened fire on a car of 
Mexican tourists headed to 
the beach for Easter week. 
Members of the area's self- 
described “community po¬ 
lice” say more than 1,500 
members of the force were 
stopping traffic Wednes¬ 
day at improvised check¬ 
points in the town of Tierra 
Colorado, which sits the 
highway connecting Mex¬ 
ico City to Acapulco. They 
arrested 12 police and the 
former director of public 
security in the town after 
a leader of the state’s vigi¬ 
lante movement was slain 
on Monday. A tourist head¬ 
ing to the beach with rela¬ 
tives was slightly wounded 
Tuesday after they refused 
to stop at a roadblock and 
vigilantes fired shots at the 
car, officials said. 

The vigilanfes accuse fhe 


groups that have caused 
no major injuries or loss of 
life. Police spokesman Pan- 
agiofis Papapetropoulos 
said officers were able be¬ 
fore the blast to evacuate 
one or two people from 
the building and to seal off 
the area. 

“Judging by the minor 
extent of the damage, it 
can't have been a very 
strong explosive device,” 
he said. 

The house belongs to a 
member of the Tsakos ship 
owning family, police said. 
The blast, which was heard 
across the city center, oc¬ 
curred very close to one of 
the Greek capital’s favor¬ 
ite pedestrian walks that 


ex-security director of 
participating in the killing 
of vigilante leader Gua¬ 
dalupe Quinones Carba¬ 
jal, 28, on behalf of local 
organized crime groups 
and dumping his body in 
a nearby town on Mon¬ 
day. They reported seizing 
several high-powered rifles 
from his car, and vigilantes 
were seen toting a number 
of sophisticated assault 
rifles on Wednesday, al¬ 
though it was not clear if all 
had been taken from the 
ex-security director's car. 
“We have besieged the 
municipality, because 
here criminals operate with 
impunity on broad day¬ 
light, in the view of munici¬ 
pal authorifies. 

We have detained the 
director of public secu¬ 
rity because he is involved 
with this criminals and he 
knows who killed our com¬ 
mander,” said Bruno Plac- 
ido Valerio, a spokesman 
for the vigilante group. 
Placido said vigilantes 
had searched a number 
of homes in the town and 
seized drugs from some. Q 


skirts the key tourist site of 
the Acropolis. At the time 
of the explosion, the walk¬ 


way was busy with strolling 
families and tourists. 
Greece is suffering an 
acute financial crisis, and 
imposed deeply resented 


austerity measures over 
the past three years to se¬ 
cure international bailouts 


(AP Photo/Dimitri Messinis) 

that are shielding it from 
bankruptcy. Domestic an¬ 
archist groups have car¬ 
ried out dozens of attacks 
on police and other sym¬ 


bols of state authority or 
wealth in recent years, es¬ 
pecially following the 2008 
fatal police shooting of an 
Athens teenager and dur¬ 
ing the financial crisis. 

The attacks have contin¬ 
ued, albeit slightly abated, 
despite the arrests of more 
than 20 young Greeks ac¬ 
cused of belonging to the 
most active group — Con¬ 
spiracy Nuclei of Fire. 

Earlier this month, militant 
anarchists claimed respon¬ 
sibility for a bombing af a 
package shipping firm in 
Athens, and threatened 
further attacks on judges, 
police and prosecution 
witnesses in a terrorism trial. 
In January, another such 
group planted a bomb in 
an Athens shopping mall 
that lightly wounded two 
security guards.Q 








WE ARE ISLAND FRESH AND 

WE SUPPORT LOCAL FARMERS. 

OUR VEGETABLES ARE GROWN ON OUR ISLAND TfflOUGH CUTTING-EDGE HYDROPONIC FARMING 

FIND OUT WHAT MAKES BUYMG LOCAL OELICIOUS. NUTRITIOUS. AND COST-EFFECTIVE. 
JOIN THE MOVBJENT TO SUPPORT LOCAL FINO OUT MORE AT tSUWFRESHARUBA.COM 

MASHA DANKI TO THE FOLLOWING 
LOYAL FINE ESTABLISHMENTS ^ 
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ASK FOR OUR VEGETABLES TODAY 



vegetables 




Mexican vigilantes seize town 



Police set up a cordon after a bomb exploded at the home of 
o Greek shipowner, opposite the Acropolis in central Athens on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2013. 
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* Champagne Brunch * Beach & Cave Tour 

■ Sunset Cruise * Wet'n Wild- Jeep Teur 

■ Salt & Snorkel 

PelkAlt Pier (btlwdtirt Holiday Inn jnd Playii Linda Hulidrty Irtri 

Towel Hut Ctmldr. Holiday Inn Conciuryo, Holiday Inn Lobby, Wc&lin Aruba 
Poolside, Watiin Aruba L^wffr Lobby. Dol Mar BHCh RtMTt. 

Or book online at www.polioan-erube.oom 



For fos&rvatton call:: 

587Z3GZOl50frU55 iS-undayit 


Haiti replaces head of industrial park agency 


TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— The Haitian government 
has issued a presiden¬ 
tial decree replacing the 
head of an agency that 
oversees a new industrial 
park that the U.S. invested 
in heavily after the Carib¬ 
bean nation’s 2010 earth¬ 
quake. The office of Presi¬ 
dent Michel Martelly an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that he 
had issued a decree nam¬ 
ing business owner Bernard 
Schettini the new director 
general of the govern¬ 
ment’s National Society 
of Industrial Parks, which 
oversees the Caracol park 
in northern Haiti. 

It did not say why it re¬ 
placed former director 
Georges Sassine, a textile 
factory owner. 


A U.S. State Department 
spokesman declined to 
comment on the change 
of directors. Schettini and 
Sassine also declined to 
comment 

The U.S. government has 
invested more than $124 
million in the $300-million 
Caracol park. The project 
was in the works before 
the earthquake, and be¬ 
came a top priority for the 
Obama administration af¬ 
ter the disaster that killed 
tens of thousands of peo¬ 
ple and displaced anoth¬ 
er 1 million. The agency’s 
general director is charged 
with overseeing daily op¬ 
erations of the country’s 
industrial parks and serves 
as secretary on a board 
of administration that also 
includes Haiti's ministers of 
finance and commerce 


SPECIAL 

First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 


•24 

P/PERSON 


SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

, with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILANAISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 


Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 


FOR RESERVATION LA 583-8809 

l.G. Smith BUM. 160 near the tow rise Hotels 




Former U.S. President and UN special envoy to Haiti, Bill Clinton 
looks on during a visit to the Heineken/Brana Brewery S.A. in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


and its Central Bank gov¬ 
ernor. 


Former U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 


ton and her husband, for¬ 
mer President Bill Clinton 
hosted an elaborate inau¬ 
guration for the Caracol 
project in October. Those 
attending included Ameri¬ 
can actors Sean Penn and 
Ben Stiller, British business 
magnate Richard Branson 
and fashion designer Don¬ 
na Karan. 

Backers say the project will 
transform the northern part 
of impoverished Haiti by 
creating about 65,000 jobs 
in the region. South Korean 
apparel giant Sae-A Trad¬ 
ing Co. Ltd is the park's 
anchor tenant and enjoys 
duty-free status.Q 


Turks & Caicos: 

Cruise terminal closes after outbreak 


PROVIDENCIALES, Turks & 
Caicos Islands (AP) — The 

tourist board in the Turks & 
Caicos Islands announced 
Tuesday that the cruise ter¬ 
minal on Grand Turk has 
been temporarily closed. 
Cruise lines starting can¬ 
celling port calls to Grand 
Turk on March 11 after 
passengers suffered from 
symptoms of gastroenteritis 
after visiting the Grand Turk 
Cruise Center in the British 
Caribbean territory. 

In its Tuesday statement, 
the British territory’s tourist 
board didn’t say why or 
when the nearly 18-acre 
Grand Turk Cruise Cen¬ 
ter closed. Board Director 
Ralph Higgs said local au¬ 
thorities were addressing 
the problem and hoped to 
reopen the terminal soon. 
In Turks & Caicos, the gen¬ 
eral manager of the Grand 
Turk Cruise Center de¬ 


clined comment and re¬ 
ferred queries to Carnival 
Corp., which opened the 
terminal in 2006. 

Carnival spokesman 

Vance Gulliksen said the 
Miami-based company 
was “investigating whether 
there may be a link with 
consumption of food and 
beverages while guests 
were ashore in Grand 
Turk.” 

Gulliksen said Carnival and 
other cruise lines cancelled 
port calls to Grand Turk to 
be cautious and are moni¬ 
toring the situation while 
authorities try to determine 
the cause of the illness. 
Various cruise lines rerout¬ 
ed their ships or extended 
their stays in ports in Puerto 
Rico, Bahamas and other 
locales. 

A Florida-based spokes¬ 
man for the cruise center 
said Tuesday afternoon 


that numerous experts, 
working with local health 
officials, have been exam¬ 
ining and testing food and 
water at the cruise terminal 
over the last two weeks. 
“Multiple measures are 
currently being taken to 
ensure the quality of all 
food, water and sanitation 
systems going forward,” 
spokesman Buck Banks 
wrote in an email. He said 
he works for a public rela¬ 
tions company hired by 
the cruise terminal. 

The Grand Turk Cruise Cen¬ 
ter declined to provide in¬ 
formation about when the 
terminal closed to ships, 
but the terminal’s port 
schedule listed no arrivals 
after March 13. The port 
includes a 45,000-square- 
foot shopping center, a 
big swimming pool and 
numerous food and bever¬ 
age outletsO 
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Team David Pepin/Jerry Mattern is victorious! 


The windy, 9th Wente Vineyards/Papiamento 



before. Lunch, however, own and operate?’The an- helmina Fonds, which as- 
put some color back into swers were of course'Vine- sists and supports cancer 
their faces, as did the gale- yard Tasting Room and Es- victims on the island. The 



Restaurant Golf Tournament 
has its winners 

David Pepin/Jerry Mattern 
are the 2013 winners of the 
ninth edition of the Wente 
Vineyards/Papiamento 
Restaurant Golf Tourna¬ 
ment. 

They beat Wouter Werke- 
ma/Erik van Droogenbroek 
by 1 point in their effort to 
win the coveted grand 
prize, leaving behind the 
team of Raymond Freake/ 
Patrick vd Donk who came 
in third place. The grand 
prize is a trip to the Wen¬ 
te Vineyards property in 
Livermore Valley, Califor¬ 
nia - the prize includes a 
two night stay and a round 
of golf at a first-rate golf 
course surrounded by vine¬ 
yards. 

The tournament, which is 
organized by representa¬ 
tive of Wente Vineyards, Ar- 
ion Wine Company, is held 
in a two-men scramble for¬ 
mat. 

This means that each play¬ 
er hits a tee-shot and af¬ 
terwards the team selects 
the best-positioned ball 
for the next shot. At holes 
3, 7, 13, and 17 there was 


the chance for personal 
glory for a Closest to the 
Pin winner. Participants of 
the tournament received 
a super golf cap at regis¬ 
tration, a bottle of chilled 
Wente Vineyards wine to 


keep them going through¬ 
out the day and a delicious 
bagged lunch courtesy of 
Papiamento Restaurant. 
Quite a few golfers still 
seemed a bit shaky after 
the terrific welcome cock¬ 
tail reception at Papia¬ 
mento Restaurant the day 


force wind. 

For 4th-generation Eric 
Wente, on the island to play 
in 'his’ tournament, the day 
was hot but great. "This is 
my favorite tournament of 
the year”, he professed. 
An avid golfer himself, Eric 


had been teamed up with 
Adriaan Slotboom; the 
team did very well indeed, 
finishing in 51st place. 

They excelled in the wine 
quiz, of course. 

There were questions such 
as 'What lifestyle businesses 
does Wente Vineyards also 


fate Tasting Room; The Golf 
Course at Wente Vineyards 
(Greg Norman designed); 
Wine Country Events Cen¬ 
ter; Summer Concert Series; 
and Catering Services. A 
beaming Eric handed out 
the prizes to the winners 


during the superb soup 
buffet and prize giving cer¬ 
emony, held on Tierra del 
Sol’s outside patio. The set¬ 
ting sun beamed along as 
well. 

Benefitting charity of the 
fundraising golf tourna¬ 
ment 2013 is Koningin Wil- 


check of between 15.000 
and 17.000 florins goes to¬ 
ward the transportation 
of cancer patients to the 
doctor, the hospital, to the 
oncologist and physiother¬ 
apy sessions. 

Valued sponsors of the 
2013 edition of the Wente 
Vineyards/Papiamento 
Restaurant Golf Tourna¬ 
ment at Tierra del Sol in¬ 
cluded American Airlines, 
Aruba Airport Author¬ 
ity, Aruba Bank, Riedel 
The Wine Glass Company, 
Crystal Casino, Fatum, 
Nagico Aruba NV, Plus Ac¬ 
countants, Robertson Fire 
Protection, Setar, Toyota 
Prius, Vertegenwoordiging 
van Nederland in Aruba, 
Oduber & Kan, Albo Aruba 
NV, Aruba Sotheby’s Inter¬ 
national Realty, Complete 
Logistics, Total Cleaning, 
Elmar, Floramarket, Home 
and Nature, Paradera Park 
and Engysol. 

The four closest to the pin 
winners of the 9th annual 
Wente Vineyards/Papia¬ 
mento Restaurant Golf 
Tournament are as follows: 
Nybia Kelly, Orlando Rasmi- 
jn, Shirley Barrow and Liem 
van RamshorstO 
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Blue Residences , 


Your Own Private Caribbean 

Sanctuary 




ORANJESTAD- To have 
your Own PrivateCarib- 
beanSanctuary means to 
have your own condo with 
180 degree ocean view 
and amazing daily sunsets 


on Aruba. Anyone who 
purchases a piece of this 
island at Blue Residences 
will have endless reasons to 
feel happy. Blue Residenc¬ 
es is located within walking 


distance to Eagle Beach, 
one of the top 25 beach¬ 
es on the 2013 Travelers 
Choice Beaches Award, 
according to millions ofTri- 
pAdvisor travelers. 


The project encompasses 
124 whole-ownership units 
in three eight-story towers, 
all with 180° view of the 
Caribbean and just few 
steps from the beach. On¬ 
site amenities will include 
pools, snack-bar, mini mar¬ 
ket, landscaped sun-deck, 
fitness center, fullservice 
spa and concierge service. 
All owners receive a com¬ 
plementary membership in 
Preferred Residences, an 
optional luxury resort ex¬ 
change program that of¬ 
fers owners “high-touch” 
exchange services and 
lifestyle benefits tailored 
especially for sophisticated 
affluent travellers. 

Blue Residences location 
is just in front of The Bubali 
Bird Sanctuary, one of the 
biggest reservoirs on the 
island, and also within- 
walking distance to Palm 
Beach, home of the high- 
rise luxury hotels with a vari¬ 
ety of water sports conces¬ 
sions, casinos, restaurants, 
bars and shops. The loca¬ 
tion is unequalled on the 
island! 

The project is built in two 
phases. First phase of con¬ 
struction is well underway 
on the 5-acre (2 hectares) 
site, which includes 84 units 
in two eight-story towers 
scheduled for comple¬ 
tion in winter 2013. Each of 


these towers will contain 24 
two-bedroom, two-bath 
units; 12 three-bedroom, 
three-bath units; 4 three- 
bedroom, four-bath du¬ 
plex penthouses; and 2 
five-bedroom, five-and- 
a-half-bath duplex pent¬ 
houses. A third tower and a 
second pool are planned 
for phase two, which will 
include 40 additional units. 
All units are provided with 
porcelain tiles, Italian kitch¬ 
ens, stainless steel appli¬ 
ances (stove, refrigerator, 
dishwasher and micro- 
wave), washer and dryer 
machines and assigned 
parking space. 

Presales began in 2011 with 
only one tower, and, in a 
little over a year, 80% was 
sold, that’s why the sec¬ 
ond tower was included 
as part of phase one. Now 
with 60% sold, the project 
has the structure of tower 
one completed, six of the 
eight-stories on tower two 
completed, 60% of the 
facade completed, and 
ready to start with installa¬ 
tion of tiles and windows. 
Visit www.bluearuba.com 
or the sales office located 
inside the project. The of¬ 
fice is open from Monday 
to Saturday, Sundays by 
appointment. Go to see 
the amazing view from 
your future unit.Q 
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Fast Rental Karts At Bushiri Karting Speedway! 



EAGLE - Many have discov¬ 
ered the place for the ulti¬ 
mate thrill while on vaca¬ 
tion, which is Bushiri Karting 
Speedway, a great out¬ 
door Go karting Track with 
fast rental Go karts avail¬ 
able for anyone to rent. 

The place is surrounded 
with great ambiance and 
racing fans can challenge 
each other any day! We 
also have a Sports Bar 
called Fuel Sports Bar & 
Grill with good food, pool & 
foosball tables, big screens 
and a full liquor bar for ev¬ 
eryone to chill before, dur¬ 
ing & after their race! So 
now you can have fun with 
the whole family here at 
Bushiri Karting Speedway! 
“Race, Eat, Play & Watch 
the Game under one Roof 
“! 

Since Bushiri Karting Speed¬ 
way opened their doors for 
everyone to enjoy the sport 
of go karting with 4-stroke 
go karts to rent all year 
round and also the facility 


that anyone can have fun 
and enjoy with the whole 
family. 

A place where children 
and grownups can enjoy a 
little speed & fun on vaca¬ 
tion! 

It will definitely make your 
vacation an unforgettable 
one! Racing helmets, head 
socks and instruction for 
first time racers is provided, 
and our staff oversees ev¬ 
ery race to ensure individu¬ 
als are driving safely and 
obeying the rules. 

We have 270cc 9 horse 
power Honda engine 
Karts that can reach up to 
50mph! Age for riding the 
adults karts is 13 years & up. 
We also have 160cc 6 
horse power Honda Engine 
Karts for kids of 7 till 12 years 
old. 

Each race is a 10 minute 
race against the clock. 
You can receive a score 
sheet to take home after 
every race to see what 
your best lap time was. 


The score sheet can give 
you bragging rights to your 
friends back home so they 
can see how well you raced 
on a professional outdoor 
karting track in Aruba! 

We have a Special this 


week: get $3 off on your 
second race & 8 dollars off 
on your third race plus get 
a free soda at the Bar! 
Those who would like to 
race can call for reserva¬ 
tions at 583-5278 or pass by 


at the track for an arrive- 
and-drive session open dai¬ 
ly from 10am till sunset. 

We are located only min¬ 
utes away from the Low 
Rise Hotels, in front of Ling & 
Sons supermarkets 




Cigar & Wine Bar 


Aruba Aloe® 
Aruba Memories 
Daher&Co 
Diamonds 
International 


Intermezzo 

The Salon 

r-, 

R-Glass 
The Lazy Liz 
The Market 
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$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 


Additional &S8ffl (kymw in ° ur Monthly Early Bird 

Drawing when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Where Aruba goes to play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Good News Comes From The Blue Lobster Restaurant! 


PALM BEACH - Owner of the 
Blue Lobster Restaurant Mr. 
Castano has good news for 
food lovers everywhere! He 
tells us the following: 

“WE definitely as a new res¬ 
taurant, making our debut 
in the culinary arena of this 
beautiful island, do under¬ 
stand and carefully listen 
to our patrons and follow 
the trends of the industry. 
Therefore we understand 
the momentum on each 
circumstance and we go 
along with such trends and 
circumstances. 

Economy in the US has had 
its challenges in the last 
years and the amount of 
people and organizations 
affected by the hurricane 
in the area where most of 
Aruba's visitors are coming 
from, has made us too, seri¬ 


ously look into how can we 
also be part of the recuper¬ 
ation; even though we are 
in Aruba, but feel solidarity 
with our clients. 

So The Blue Lobster man¬ 
agement has informed 
of a sound decision, the 
restaurant's menu is go¬ 
ing back... Yes... Back 
to old good prices...the 
menu has been revised 
to honor the restaurant’s 
motto: “Good Food, Good 
Service and Good Pric¬ 
es!” (See prices on www. 
arubabluelobster.com). 
If all this was not enough. 
The Blue Lobster has add¬ 
ed to its menu a great va¬ 
riety of new dishes to join 
the parade of spectacular 
food choices, including 
16oz porterhouse steak, 
15oz T-bone steak, 12 oz. 


fillet mignon, 12 oz. sirloin 
steak, each prepared with 
love and mastery. What a 
treat for meat lovers! 

But the Seafood Lovers’ 
party has been enhanced 
too with new dishes which 
have been added to this 
section of the menu (some¬ 
thing for everyone). So now 
seafood lovers can enjoy 
fresh red snapper fillet, the 
wonderful seafood platter, 
oven gratinated scallops, 
oyster soup (you must try 


this one) fresh wahoo, and 
Australian mussels - all this 
and more coming to make 
part of the already exten¬ 
sive menu. And not to for¬ 
get, our menu also offers 
Lobster, superbly prepared 
in more than 18 different 


ways, plus the already fa¬ 
mous Live Lobster prepared 
a la minute bytheMICHELIN 
experienced chef Sandro. 
And the list goes on and 
on.... The Blue Lobster is 
your place for seafood... 
and prime choice USA 
meat as well now! 

Taking into consideration 
family dining. Chef Sandro 
came up with a great kids 
menu. Parents can now en¬ 
joy their full dish, not having 
to share their main courses, 


and kids can have their 
own. Yes and at excel¬ 

lent prices too, says Chef 
Sandro. 

Patrons can now enjoy a 
nice and succulent lunch 
starting under ten bucks. 
German Castano contin¬ 


ues: We do care for our 
clientele and do under¬ 
stand difficult times need 
to be sorted out, and work¬ 
ing together as a team it 
becomes easier. The Blue 
Lobster Restaurant has join 
forces with those who want 
to help others recuperat¬ 
ing from less good times. 
The Blue Lobster is a winner 
of trip advisor’s Certificate 
of Excellence 2012. A visit 
to this small but excellent 
restaurant while in Aruba is 
a must. 

The Blue Lobster is going 
even further in this quest it 
was mentioned that some 
attractive promotions will 
be available for this sea¬ 
son like: a full three course 
dinner (Yes.... Appetizer, 
main dish, desert ... and ... 
a bottle of house wine PER 
TABLE, just for 36.50PP (valid 
on Mondays, Wednesday’s 
and Saturdays). Another 
great promotion is... a nice 
free surprise for Birthday 
and anniversary celebra¬ 
tions! So all in all, lots of fun, 
good food, good prices, 
good service and the best 
culinary experience is just a 
few steps from the High rise 
hotels, more specific, at the 
Blue Lobster Restaurant, at 
Palm Beach 154A: See you 
there! □ 



Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino contributes to ‘Earth Hour’ 



ORANJESTAD - 

March-This is the 
second consec¬ 
utive year that 
Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & 

Casino contrib¬ 
utes to ‘Earth 
Hour' which is 
an worldwide 
event organized 
once a year 
by World Wide 
Fund of Nature 
(WWF). The goal 
of this event 
is to encour¬ 
age households 
and businesses 
to take action on climate 
change and global move¬ 
ment by turning off lights 
for one hour. Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & Casino also 
joined in this event and 
contributed to the ‘Earth 
Hour'. 

Last Saturday from 8:30pm 


till 9:30pm Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & Casino 
turned off the lights of the 
parking lot in front of the 
government offices, all 
common light poles, parts 
of the Renaissance Marina 
Hotel fagade, Renaissance 
Marketplace exterior lights. 
Renaissance Mall exterior 


lights. Seaport Casino exte¬ 
rior lights and signs and also 
the Crystal Casino tower. 
“Renaissance Aruba Resort 
constantly supports activi¬ 
ties that create awareness 
on importance of protect¬ 
ing our environment. 

This year our community 
has shown much more in¬ 


terest in the ‘Earth Hour’ 
and we are very happy to 
have been able to turn off 
the main lights of our resort 
and the area around our 
premises to contribute to 
this important cause”, this 
according to marketing ex¬ 
ecutives of the company; 
Zugheila Lindeborg, Edalit- 
za Weller y Tirzane Williams. 
On pictures an impression 


of the changes before and 
after the ‘Earth Hour’, a fas¬ 
cinating view to see an im¬ 
portant landmark in Aruba 
contribute to such a noble 
cause. 

Around the world cities 
turned off their landmark 
lights. Renaissance Aruba 
Resort & Casino also con¬ 
tributed to this worldwide 
event ‘Earth Hour’. □ 
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Mexico’s Jesus Zavala, left, 
and United States’ Geoffrey 
Cameron go for a header 
during a World Cup 2014 
qualifying match at the Aztec 
stadium in Mexico City, Tues¬ 
day, March 26, 2013. 
Associated Press 

Americans 
draw Mexico 
0-0 in WCup 
qualifying 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

United States held on for 
a 0-0 draw with Mexico 
on Tuesday, earning only 
its second point in a World 
Cup qualifier at Azteca 
Stadium. 

The draw moves the U.S. 
into third place in World 
Cup qualifying for the North 
and Central American and 
Caribbean region, one 
point behind Panama and 
behind Costa Rica on goal 
difference, which also has 
four points. “We wanted 
to win, but we are pleased 
with the result,” U.S. coach 
Jurgen Klinsmann said. 
“They gave us everything 
they have.” Mexico coach 
Manuel de la Torre is sure 
to come under fire after 
a third straight draw. El Tri 
had plenty of chances, 
but couldn’t finish and 
were dismal on set pieces. 
Mexico had 15 corners, 
including three in the last 
two minutes of stoppage 
time as, and U.S. keeper 
Brad Guzan used his body 
to block the most danger¬ 
ous one, by Angel Reyna. 


Continued on page 19 
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Sharapova beats Errani in Sony Open quarters 


STEVEN WINE 

AP Sports Writer 

KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 

— The grunts were long 
and loud in the final game, 
as if Maria Sharapova was 
pushing a couch across 
nearby Crandon Beach. 
Trying to winning the Sony 
Open must feel that way 
to Sharapova, a four-time 
runner-up. She returned to 
the semifinals Wednesday 
despite a patchy perfor¬ 
mance, beating Sara Er¬ 
rani 7-5, 7-5. 

Sharapova made 57 un¬ 
forced errors, including 13 
double-faults, and over¬ 
came three set points in 
the second set. The two 
sets took 2 1/2 hours, and 
a flurry of mistakes by both 
players left spectators 
groaning. 


Maria Sharapova, of Russia, returns to Sara Errani, of Italy, during the quarterfinals of the Sony 
Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, March 27, 2013, in Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Sharapova had the last 
laugh, whacking a fore¬ 
hand winner on match 
point. 

“She really made me work 
for this match,” Sharapova 
said. “I had to dig deep 
— so many opportunities, 
a few ups and downs. I’m 
definitely happy to get 
through another one.” 
Seeded No. 3, she’ll play 
Thursday against the win¬ 
ner of the quarterfinal 
Wednesday night be¬ 
tween No. 15-seeded Ro¬ 
berta Vinci and No. 22 
Jelena Jankovic. 

The men's quarterfinals 
featured eight Europeans 
for the first time, and in 
the opening match. No. 3 
David Ferrer of Spain ral¬ 
lied past unseeded Jur¬ 
gen Melzer of Austria, 4-6, 
6-3, 6-0. Ferrer's opponent 
Friday will be the winner 
of the match Wednesday 
night between bracket 
buster Tommy Haas of Ger¬ 
many and No. 11 Gilles Si¬ 
mon of France. 

The 34-year-old Haas be¬ 
came the oldest man to 
beat a No. 1 player in a 


completed match in 30 
years when he upset three¬ 
time champion Novak 
Djokovic on Tuesday night. 
Sharapova faced Errani 
in a rematch of last year's 
French Open final, which 
Sharapova won to com¬ 
plete a career Grand Slam. 
But she has never won Key 
Biscayne, losing the final in 
2005, ‘06, ‘11 and ‘12. 

“I've been so close to win¬ 
ning,” Sharapova said. “I 
would love to win this. I've 
been coming to this tour¬ 
nament since I was a little 
kid as a spectator. To be 
playing here, to be doing 
so well and getting to that 
stage, I sure hope I can go 
further this time.” 

The quarterfinal took place 
with the stadium half empty 
despite postcard weather. 
Attendance is down about 
7 percent from last year, 
and promoters blame the 
absence of Rafael Nadal 
and Roger Federer. 
Sharapova struggled with 
both her first and second 
serves, and in the second 
set she lost eight consecu¬ 
tive service points. While 
she and Errani waged a 
series of long, entertaining 
baseline rallies, both were 
also prone to blowing easy 
shots. 

Sharapova’s superior fire¬ 
power proved the differ¬ 
ence. Serving at 4-5 in the 
second set, she saved 
three set points and held. 
Two games later she en¬ 
dured one final double¬ 
fault, then hit winners on 
the last two points. 

Errani, seeded No. 8, fell 
to 0-26 against opponents 
ranked in the top five. 
Sharapova has won 10 
consecutive matches, all 
in straight sets. She won the 
Indian Wells championship 
this month and is bidding to 
become the third woman 
to claim that title and Key 
Biscayne in the same year. 
Steffi Graf did it in 1994 and 
1996, and Kim Clijsters won 
both in 20050 
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Mexico's Jesus ZaVala, left , tries a header as United States' 
goalkeeper Brad Guzan blocks him during a World Cup 2014 
qualifying match at the Aztec stadium in Mexico City, Tuesday, 
March 26, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Azteca is one of the world’s 
most imposing venues, and 
the Americans have a mis¬ 
erable track record there. 
They are 0-13-2 in World 
Cup qualifiers in Mexico, 
with their only other point 
— also from a 0-0 draw — 
coming in 1997. 

Mexico dominated pos¬ 
session, and Javier Aqui¬ 
no, Javier Hernandez and 
Jesus Zavala repeatedly 
tested the inexperienced 
American defense, pick¬ 
ing on DaMarcus Beasley 


in particular after he was 
shown a yellow card in the 
eighth minute. But defend¬ 
er Omar Gonzalez came 
up with one big play after 
another, and Matt Besler 
looked quite comfortable 
in the Azteca pressure- 
cooker. 

“The guys were outstand¬ 
ing,” Klinsmann said. “Our 
back line, you know, many 
said they were inexperi¬ 
enced. They deserve a 
huge compliment. ...If one 
guy is not here, that’s a 



Americans 

Mexico 

Continued from page 17 


huge opportunity to the 
next one stepping in, and I 
think the guys that stepped 
in here, they took their 
chance.” 

Mexico blew numerous 


chances, including what 
should have been a cou¬ 
ple of easy goals for Her¬ 
nandez. 

The Manchester United 
striker misplayed a bounc¬ 
ing corner kick in the 87th, 
getting only the back of his 
right foot on it. He pitched 
forward and into the net, 
but the ball popped sky¬ 
ward and over the goal. In 


the 28th minute, Jorge Tor¬ 
res Nilo sent a perfect cross 
in to Chicharito, who was 
right in front of the goal, just 
a few feet from Guzan. But 
Hernandez skied that one, 
too. 

The United States never 
really challenged Mexi¬ 
can goalkeeper Guilermo 
Ochoa. But their defense 
was strong enough.Q 



RENAISSANCE MALL 

OPEN ON EASTER MONDAY 

FROM 10 AM - 3 PM 

STORES OPEN: 


Adolfo Dominguez 
Aruba Aloe 
Atlantis Submarines 
Benetton 
Calvin Klein 
Cartier 
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Penguins edge Canadiens 1 -0 for 13th straight win 


The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby scored the game’s 
only goal late in the sec¬ 
ond period as the Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins extended 
their winning streak to 13 
with a 1-0 victory over 
Montreal on Tuesday night. 
NHL Capsules Pittsburgh 
goaltender Marc-Andre 

Fleury stopped all 22 shots 
he faced but did not play 
in the third period follow¬ 
ing a collision in front of the 
Penguins’ net. 

Tomas Vokoun filled in 
and made 15 saves to give 
Pittsburgh just the fourth 
combined shutout in fran¬ 
chise history. 

Fleury appeared woozy 
after getting slammed into 
by teammate Tyler Ken¬ 
nedy and Montreal's Brian 
Gionta late in the second 


Pittsburgh Penguins center Sidney Crosby, left, celebrates his goal with right wing Pascal Dupuis 
(9) in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Montreal Canadiens in Pittsburgh 
Tuesday, March 26, 2013. 

Associated Press 

period. He laid on the ice for a moment to collect himself, Carey Price made 24 
but did not come out of the dressing room for the third. saves for the Canadiens, 

but couldn't stop Montreal 
from losing consecutive 
games for the first time this 
season. 

Crosby finally broke 
through in a tight game 
with 6:41 remaining in the 
second period, taking a 
long lead pass from Chris 
Kunitz then sending a wrist 
shot from the right circle 
over Price’s right shoulder 
for his 15th goal of the sea¬ 
son. 

RANGERS 5, FLYERS 2 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Rick 
Nash scored twice, Derek 
Stepan had a goal and 
three assists, and New York 
extended its dominance of 
Philadelphia. 

Brad Richards and Chris 
Kreider also scored for New 
York, which has won 11 of 
the last 12 meetings with 
Philadelphia. 

Rangers coach John Tor- 
torella became the 30th 
coach in NHL history to 
reach 400 wins, and his 
team maintained its hold 
on the eighth and final 
playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference standings. 
Wayne Simmonds and 
Jakub Voracek scored for 
Philadelphia, which lost for 
the third time in four games 
against New York this sea¬ 
son and fell further out of 
the playoff race. The Fly¬ 
ers began the day in 13th 
place, five points behind 
the Rangers. 

CANUCKS 1, BLUE JACKETS 
0, SO 
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VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Cory Sch¬ 
neider stopped 17 shots 
and Maxim Lapierre scored 
the only goal in a shootout 
and Vancouver won its 
fifth straight by defeating 
Columbus. 

Schneider only saw two 
shots in the first period, but 
stopped 15 in the final 45 
minutes for his seventh ca¬ 
reer shutout, and third this 
season. 

He stopped all three Co¬ 
lumbus attempts in the 
shootout, including Matt 
Calvert's deke attempt to 
clinch the win. 

The Canucks moved past 
Minnesota into third place 
in the Western Confer¬ 
ence, regaining the North¬ 
west Division lead, though 
the Wild have two games 
in hand. 

Sergei Bobrovsky made 34 
saves for Columbus, which 
lost its second in a row but 
is still on a 7-1-3 run. 
BLACKHAWKS 2, FLAMES 0 
CHICAGO (AP) — Ray Em¬ 
ery made 16 saves for his 
first shutout in more than 
three years, defensemen 
Nick Leddy and Brent Sea- 
brook scored, and Chica¬ 
go snapped a two-game 
losing streak. 

Emery improved to 12-0 in 
recording his 12th career 
shutout, and first since Feb. 
1, 2010, when he blanked 
the Flames while with Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Emery was tested several 
times, but the Blackhawks 
outshot the Flames 35-16 in 
sending them to their 10th 
straight road loss (0-9-1). 
MAPLE LEAFS 3, PANTHERS 2 
TORONTO (AP) — J of trey 
Lupul scored twice in the 
third period, and Ben Scriv- 
ens made 40 saves in To¬ 
ronto's victory over Florida. 
Lupul scored on a power 
play 22 seconds into the 
third to put Toronto ahead 
2 - 1 . 

Florida tied it 23 seconds 
later when Shawn Matth¬ 
ias banked in the puck off 
Leafs defenseman Mike 
Kostka, and Lupul brought 
the Air Canada Centre 
crowd to its feet again at 
3:12 with his second of the 
game. 

Lupul has six goals in four 
games since returning from 
a broken forearm. □ 
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assists. 

Greg Monroe had 11 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Detroit, while point guard 
Jose Calderon scored 14 
points but only had one as¬ 
sist. 

MAVERICKS 109, CLIPPERS 
102, OT 

DALLAS (AP) — The Dal¬ 
las Mavericks finally have 
a win over one of the top 
four teams headed to the 
Western Conference play¬ 
offs — just in time for their 
own postseason push. 

Dirk Nowitzki had a season- 
high 33 points, including 


the first eight for Dallas in 
overtime, and the Maver¬ 
icks moved within a game 
of .500 for the first time 
since mid-December with 
a 109-102 victory against 
the Los Angeles Clippers 
on Tuesday night. 

More importantly for the 
Mavericks, they're just a 
game behind the Los An¬ 
geles Lakers for the final 
playoff spot in the West 
with 11 games remaining. 
They’ve won nine of their 
past 12 and improved to 
1-11 against the top four 
teams in the West. □ 


New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony keeps the ball away from 
Boston Celtics’ Paul Pierce during the fourth quarter of an NBA 
basketball game in Boston, Tuesday, March 26,2013. The Knicks 
won 100-85.Copyright 2013 The 

Associated Press. 

J.R. Smith, Anthony 
lead Knicks over 
Celtics, 100-85 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — J.R. Smith 
scored 32 points, Carmelo 
Anthony added 29 and the 
New York Knicks extended 
their winning streak to five 
games with a 100-85 vic¬ 
tory over the Boston Celtics 
on Tuesday night. 

NBA Capsules The win 
moved the Knicks into sec¬ 
ond place in the Eastern 
Conference, percentage 
points ahead of the Indi¬ 
ana Pacers. The Celtics, 
who could face the Knicks 
in the first round of the play¬ 
offs, lost their fifth game in 
a row and remained in sev¬ 
enth. 

The Celtics, playing their 
second straight game with¬ 
out Kevin Garnett, were 
led by Jeff Green with 19 
points and Paul Pierce with 
16. But they committed 20 


turnovers, while the Knicks, 
who average the fewest 
turnovers in the NBA, had 
just eight. 

TIMBERWOLVES 105, PIS¬ 
TONS 82 

AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Nikola Pekovic had 
18 points and 11 rebounds 
to lead Minnesota Timber- 
wolves to a rare road win. 
The game matched one of 
the league's worst home 
teams against one of the 
worst on the road. The Pis¬ 
tons haven’t won at home 
since before the All-Star 
break, losing seven straight, 
while Minnesota had lost 
10 of its last 11 road games. 
Reserve J.J. Barea 
matched a season-best 
with 21 points for Minne¬ 
sota, while Luke Ridnour 
scored 15 and Ricky Rubio 
added 14 points and nine 
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Personal Health: 


What causes preventable adult hearing loss? 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2013 New York Times 

Noise, not age, is the lead¬ 
ing cause of hearing loss. 
Unless you take steps now 
to protect to your ears, 
sooner or later many of you 
- and your children - will 
have difficulty understand¬ 
ing even ordinary speech. 
Tens of millions of Ameri¬ 
cans, including 12 to 15 


percent of school-age 
children, have permanent 
hearing loss caused by the 
everyday noise we take for 
granted as a fact of life. 
“The sad truth is that many 
of us are responsible for our 
own hearing loss," writes 
Katherine Bouton in her 
new book, “Shouting Won’t 
Help: Why I - and 50 Million 
Other Americans - Can’t 
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Hear You.” The cause, she 
explains, is “the noise we 
blithely subject ourselves to 
day after day." 

While there are myriad reg¬ 
ulations to protect people 
who work in noisy environ¬ 
ments, there are relatively 
few governing repeated 
exposure to noise outside 
the workplace: portable 
music devices, rock con¬ 
certs, hair dryers, sirens, 
lawn mowers, leaf blow¬ 
ers, vacuum cleaners, car 
alarms and countless other 
sources. 

We live in a noisy world, 
and every year it seems to 
get noisier. Bouton notes 
that the noise level inside 
Allen Fieldhouse at the Uni¬ 
versity of Kansas often ex¬ 
ceeds that of a chain saw. 
After poor service, noise is 
the second leading com¬ 
plaint about restaurants. 
Proprietors believe people 
spend more on food and 
drink in bustling eateries, 
and many have created 
new venues or retrofit¬ 
ted old ones to maximize 
sound levels. 

When I’m told about a new 


restaurant, my first question 
is, “Is it noisy?” My friends 
and I will never return to 
one in which the racket 
makes it impossible to con¬ 
verse with tablemates. Per¬ 
haps the young diners the 
restaurateurs covet “talk” 
by texting. 



Tens of millions of Americans, 
including 12 to 15 percent of 
schoolchildren, have perma¬ 
nent hearing damage caused 
by everyday noise. 

(Yvetta Fedorova/The New 
York Times) 

The ears are fragile instru¬ 
ments. When sound waves 
enter the ear, they cause 
the eardrum to vibrate. The 
vibrations are transmitted 
to the cochlea, in the in¬ 
ner ear, where fluid carries 


them to neatly organized 
rows of hair cells. These 
in turn stimulate auditory 
nerve fibers, each attuned 
to a different frequency. 
These impulses travel via 
the auditory nerve to the 
brain, where they are inter¬ 
preted as, say, words, mu¬ 
sic or an approaching ve¬ 
hicle. Damage to this deli¬ 
cate apparatus results from 
both volume and length of 
exposure to sound. Very 
loud noises, or chronic 
exposure to sound even 
when it is not particularly 
loud, can wreak havoc on 
hair cells, causing them to 
become disarranged and 
to degenerate. 

We are born with a fixed 
number of hair cells; once 
they are dead, they can¬ 
not be replaced, and 
auditory sensitivity is per¬ 
manently lost. Usually, sen¬ 
sitivity to high-frequency 
sounds is first to go, fol¬ 
lowed by an inability to 
hear the frequencies of 
speech. 

Furthermore, the effects of 
noise exposure are cumu¬ 
lative, as Robert V. Harri¬ 
son, an auditory specialist 
at the University of Toronto, 
noted recently in The Inter¬ 
national Journal of Pediat¬ 
rics. Although we start out 
with a redundancy of hair 
cells, with repeated noisy 
insults, enough are de¬ 
stroyed to impair hearing. 
Thus, damage to hair cells 
incurred early in life, as has 
happened to many rock 
musicians and rock con¬ 
cert aficionados, can show 
up in midlife as difficulty un¬ 
derstanding speech. 

Sound volume is measured 
in decibels (dB), and the 
level at which noise can 
cause permanent hear¬ 
ing loss begins at about 85 
dB, typical of a hair dryer, 
food processor or kitchen 
blender. 

Dr. Michael D. Seidman, 
the director of otolar¬ 
yngology at Henry Ford 
West Bloomfield Hospital in 
Michigan, told me to use 
ear plugs when I dry my 
hair or mow my lawn with a 
gas-powered mower, and 
to cover my ears when an 
emergency vehicle passes 
with siren blastingO 
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Review: Tablet-PC hybrids a study in trade-offs 



This photo taken Tuesday March 26, 2013 shows three hybrid 
computers running on Windows 8, from left to right, the Iconia 
W510 by Acer, the Yoga 13 by Lenovo and the Surface Pro by 
Microsoft, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Since 
Windows 8’s debut in Oc¬ 
tober, there have been a 
range of hot-looking de¬ 
vices that try to combine 
elements of tablets and 
traditional PCs. These hy¬ 
brids seem as if they would 
be great both for relaxing 
with an e-book and for 
writing stories when I occa¬ 
sionally need to snap back 
into work mode. 

But trying out three tablet- 
PC hybrids running Win¬ 
dows 8 has convinced me 
that the good old laptop 
still reigns for creating doc¬ 
uments quickly and accu¬ 
rately. It’s still superior for 
working at a desk, table, 
counter, or on your lap. 
And it has the best possible 
mix of battery life, process¬ 
ing power and compatibil¬ 
ity with legacy software. 
Unfortunately, where the 
hybrids worked well as tab¬ 
lets, they fared poorly as 
document-creators, or the 
other way around. 

I don’t think I’m alone in 
wanting a be-all, end-all 
machine that bridges the 
gap between tablets and 
PCs. The three hybrid com¬ 
puters that I tried didn't 
meet my needs. They show 
promise if you’re willing to 
give up typing speed for 
something compact, or if 
you don’t mind a heavy 
tablet that you’ll have to 
look down at in your lap. 
Just be aware of these 
constraints before you buy. 
— Iconia W510 by Acer 
Inc. ($750). 

The white and metallic 
Iconia W510 is an instant 
attention-grabber with 
its slender profile and de¬ 
tachable screen, which on 
its own weighs less than an 
iPad, at 1.27 pounds (0.58 
kilograms). In detached 
mode, small speakers on 
either side of the screen 


create a muted, if tinny, 
stereo sound effect. It's a 
comfy couch compan¬ 
ion when all I want to do 
is check email and watch 
Netflix videos. 
Unfortunately, the W510’s 
guts didn’t match its pleas¬ 
ing exterior. Repeated soft¬ 
ware updates and spotty 
Wi-Fi connections led me 
to put the machine down 
in frustration at times. I 
wasn't able to diagnose 
the Wi-Fi problem fully, but 
other devices worked fine 
on my high-speed home 
network. 

Videos played in fits and 
starts. I needed a half- 
hour session with a Netflix 
customer service rep to 
troubleshoot video issues, 
which were resolved by 
uninstalling and reloading 
two different programs. 
Xbox Music, which comes 
with Windows 8, repeated¬ 
ly failed to go past a single 
song play when using the 
service’s Smart DJ feature. 
This problem didn’t occur 
with the other two ma¬ 
chines I tested. 

As a work tool, the W510 
delivers on its promised 
ultra-long battery life of 18 
hours when the keyboard 
is attached. I never man¬ 
aged to reach the limit in 
the course of a day when 
fully charged. 

But there were plenty of 
quirks that detracted from 
that convenience. It took 
me several installations of 
Office, and a call to Micro¬ 
soft representatives, to fig¬ 
ure out that the computer 
was hiding the Office icons 
in an obscure part of the 
tile-based interface. Micro¬ 
soft said this occurred be¬ 
cause I switched my log-in 
details somewhere in the 
middle of the process. 

After all that, I was able to 
set up and use the Outlook 
email program. Changes I 
made to Word and One- 


Note documents synced 
across several devices — 
one of the benefits of the 
latest version of Office, 
which is sold separately. 

But I found the W510's key¬ 
board too small to type 
accurately and quickly, 
and the touchpad didn't 
accept two-finger swipe 
inputs like the other two. 
Most importantly, having 
to troubleshoot all the soft¬ 
ware issues and not being 
able to connect to the In¬ 
ternet consistently made 
the device too frustrating 
to use. 

— Surface Pro by Micro¬ 
soft Corp. ($899, plus $120 
for Touch Cover with key¬ 
board). 

The latest device from Mi¬ 
crosoft is the epicenter of 
design Catch-22s. 

It uses Intel’s i5 processor 
so it can run a full version 
of Windows 8 well. But the 
chip gets hot and requires 
a fan for cooling. That adds 
bulk and a vent around the 
outer edge. All this means 
the Surface Pro is one-sixth 
of an inch thicker than the 
Surface RT, which runs a 
lightweight version of Win¬ 
dows 8 and can run only 
software designed for that 
system. 


The Pro is also half a pound 
heavier at 2 pounds (0.91 
kilograms). That may not 
sound like much, but if you 
hold it like a tablet, you'll 
definitely notice the bot¬ 
tom corners dig into your 
palms. For me, it's too 
heavy to be used comfort¬ 
ably as a tablet. 

Then there’s the detach¬ 
able touch keyboard 
cover. What seemed like a 
clever invention for the RT 
seems downright flimsy on 
the heavier Pro. On your 
lap, using the keyboard 
is prone to error and is ex¬ 
asperating. It frequently 
needed to be detached 
and reconnected. Opt¬ 
ing for the on-screen key¬ 
board doesn’t help much 
because it blocks your 
view of what you're doing. 
Because of these issues. 
Surface Pro works best 
when it is propped up on 
a flat surface with its kick- 
stand and the keyboard 
lying flat in front of the 
screen. But if that's the 
case, I prefer a laptop with 
a bigger, more responsive 
keyboard. 

I struggled to come up with 
reasons to use the pen that 
comes with Surface Pro. 
I scribbled some notes in 


Word and OneNote docu¬ 
ments, and my handwrit¬ 
ing appeared when the 
changes were synced on 
other Windows computers. 
The writing even reflected 
the pressure I used, kind of 
like a paintbrush. But my 
handwriting didn't appear 
in mobile app versions of 
the software on Android 
or Apple's iOS devices. 
The one use I found for the 
pen was highlighting and 
commenting on objects in 
photos and sending them 
over email. Even though 
the pen doesn’t require 
power, it attaches mag¬ 
netically to the power port 
when the port isn’t in use. 
That means there's no¬ 
where to put it when the 
machine is charging. Don't 
be surprised if the Surface 
pen ends up going missing 
between sofa cushions. 

— Yoga 13 by Lenovo 
Group Ltd. ($1,300). 

This device gets its acro¬ 
batic name because it 
can fold back on itself and 
transform into a tablet. 
Although Yoga looks like 
a sleek laptop with rub¬ 
berized coating, at 3.4 
pounds, it’s nowhere 
close to light enough to 
be used as a tablet. The 
13-inch (33-centimeter) 
screen seems gargantuan 
when bent back in tablet 
mode. It’s more than twice 
as heavy as a full-size, 10- 
inch (25-centimeter) iPad, 
and 4.5 times as heavy as 
Google's smaller, 7-inch 
screen tablet, the Nexus 7. 
Other than that, it works 
like a high-end laptop. The 
version of Yoga that is pow¬ 
ered by Intel’s i7 chip did 
everything I want a laptop 
to do. It has an easy-to- 
use keyboard and enough 
processing power to avoid 
lags using key programs 
such as Office. It also sol¬ 
idly connected over Wi-Fi 
to the Internet. □ 
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Signed contracts to buy US homes dips slightly 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Fewer Americans signed 
contracts to buy homes 
in February, but the level 
stayed near a three-year 
high, and analysts believe 
sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes will keep rising 
in the coming months. 

The National Association of 
Realtors said Wednesday 
that its seasonally adjusted 
index for pending home 
sales dipped to 104.8 in 
February. That’s down from 
January’s reading of 105.2 
— the highest since April 
2010, when a homebuyer’s 
tax credit was boosting 
sales. 

Signed contracts are 8.4 
percent higher than a year 
ago. 

There is generally a one- to 
two-month lag between 
a signed contract and a 
completed sale. 

In February, completed 
sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes rose to a sea¬ 
sonally adjusted pace of 
4.98 million, the fastest in 
more than three years. 
The gains in both signed 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Airlines Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can Airlines won bank¬ 
ruptcy court approval 
Wednesday to combine 
with US Airways and form 
the world’s biggest airline. 
“The merger is an excel¬ 
lent result. I don’t think any¬ 
body disputes that,” Judge 
Sean H. Lane said before 
issuing his decision. 

The combined airline will 
have 6,700 daily flights and 
annual revenue of roughly 
$40 billion. 

The new American Airlines 
will fly slightly more passen¬ 
gers than United, the cur¬ 
rent No. 1. 

It will be run by Doug Park¬ 
er, the CEO of US Airways 
Group Inc., who began 
pursuing a merger shortly 
after American filed for 
bankruptcy protection in 
November 2011. 

Lane declined, however, 
to approve a proposed $20 
million severance pack¬ 
age for outgoing Ameri- 


contracts and completed 
sales point to a housing 
recovery that is strength¬ 
ening, although re-sales 


remain below the 5.5 mil¬ 
lion that are consistent with 
healthy markets. 

Steady hiring and near re¬ 
cord-low mortgage rates 
have encouraged more 
Americans to buy homes 


can CEO Tom Horton. The 
U.S. trustee had objected 
to the package and, while 
he didn't question the 


amount, Lane agreed that 
the timing of it seemed to 
violate prohibitions in the 
bankruptcy law. 
“Approving it today is just 
not appropriate,” Lane 


more than six years after 
the housing market started 
to collapse. More people 
are also moving out on 


their own after living with 
friends and relatives in the 
recession. That's driving a 
big gain in apartment con¬ 
struction and also pushing 
up rents. 

Pending home sales rose 


said. The judge plans to is¬ 
sue a written decision at a 
later date detailing his rea¬ 
soning. 


Horton has spent nearly his 
entire career at American, 
becoming CEO when the 
company filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy. Horton will cede 
the CEO position to Parker 


0.4 percent in the Midwest 
and 0.1 percent in the 
West last month. They fell 

2.5 percent in the North¬ 
east and 0.3 percent in the 
South. One concern is that 
a shortage of available 
homes is limiting sales in 
many markets. More peo¬ 
ple are also starting to put 
their homes on the market, 
which could help sales in 
the coming months. 

The Realtors’ group last 
week said that the number 
of available homes for sale 
rose 10 percent last month, 
the first monthly gain since 
April. Even with the gain, 
the inventory of homes for 
sale was still 19 percent be¬ 
low a year ago. 

A limited supply of homes 
for sale has helped drive 
prices higher. 

U.S. home prices rose 8.1 
percent for the 12 months 
that ended in January, ac¬ 
cording to the Standard & 
Poor's/Case-Shiller 20-city 
index. That’s the fastest an¬ 
nual pace since June 2006. 
Prices rose in all 20 cities 
surveyed and eight mar¬ 
kets posted double digit 
gains.Q 


when the deal closes, and 
has agreed to leave the 
company's board within a 
year of the closing date. 
The proposed severance 
package includes $19.9 
million in cash and stock 
as well as a lifetime of free 
first-class tickets on Ameri¬ 
can for Horton and his wife. 
Jack Butler, a lawyer with 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Mea¬ 
gher & Flom, said he ex¬ 
pects Horton to eventually 
get his payout. 

Butler's firm represents 
American's creditors, who 
backed the merger and 
the payout for Horton. 
Separately, Lane ap¬ 
proved a motion to extend 
American’s exclusive pe¬ 
riod for filing a reorganiza¬ 
tion plan until May 29, the 
last such extension allowed 
under law. 

There is then a 60-day wait¬ 
ing period for creditors to 
object to the plan before 
Lane can sign off on Amer¬ 
ican's emergence from 
bankruptcy protection. Q 



Prudential 
fined in failed 
AIG Asia bid 

DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
financial services regulator 
has fined insurer Pruden¬ 
tial PLC 30 million pounds 
($45.5 million) and cen¬ 
sured its chief executive, 
over the company’s han¬ 
dling of a failed bid to ac¬ 
quire rival the Asian subsid¬ 
iary of American Interna¬ 
tional Group in 2010. 

The fine from the Financial 
Services Authority centers 
on Prudential’s ambitious 
attempt to buy AIA for 

35.5 billion pounds, a bid 
that eventually collapsed 
after both parties failed to 
agree on a price. 

The regulator said Pruden¬ 
tial should have informed it 
of the deal when the two 
parties held a detailed 
meeting only weeks before 
news of the planned take¬ 
over emerged. The FSA 
also censured CEO Tidjane 
Thiam for playing a signifi¬ 
cant part in the decision 
not to contact the regula¬ 
tor. 

“The FSA expects to have 
an open and frank rela¬ 
tionship with the firms it 
supervises and with listed 
companies,” the regula¬ 
tor said in a statement. “It 
is essential that firms give 
due consideration to their 
regulatory obligations at 
all times.” 

The FSA said it should have 
been informed of the deal 
because Prudential was 
planning to raise almost 
half the offer price — or 

14.5 billion pounds — via a 
rights issue of shares. That 
would have been the big¬ 
gest ever rights issue in the 
U.K., a development that 
could have affected con¬ 
fidence in the country's fi¬ 
nancial system. 

Prudential said it regrets its 
failure to inform regulators. 
“The board has decided to 
settle this matter in the best 
interests of the group and 
all its stakeholders,” Chair¬ 
man Paul Manduca said 
in a statement. “We wish 
to draw a line under the 
matter, and to ensure our 
constructive relationship 
with our regulators remains 
good.’O 


Judge approves American-US Airways merger 



From left; US Airways Group Chairman and CEO Douglas 
Parker with American Airlines and AMR Corporation, Chairman, 
President and CEO Thomas Horton, and American Antitrust 
Institute Director and Vice President Diana Moss, testifies on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 



A sale pending announcement sits atop a for sale sign in a 
home’s yard in Richardson, Texas. Fewer Americans signed 
contracts to buy homes in February, but the level stayed close to 
a nearly three-year high. The report suggests sales of previously 
occupied homes will keep rising in the coming months. 

(AP Photo/LM Otero) 
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Investors struggle to get past Europe’s debt woes 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Investors 
just can’t get past Europe. 
Renewed worries about 
the region’s debt cri¬ 
sis weighed on the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
on Wednesday, and held 
the Standard & Poor's 500 
index back from reaching 
an all-time high. 

Investors are watching to 
see if Cyprus can shore up 
its banking system. They 
are also concerned about 
Italy, where political par¬ 
ties are struggling to form a 
new government. 

The Dow fell 33.49 points 
to close at 14,526.16, a loss 
of 0.2 percent. It dropped 
as many as 120 points in 
morning trading then spent 
the rest of the day climbing 
back. 

The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index slipped 0.92 to 
1,562.85, less than three 
points short of its all-time 
high set in October 2007. 
Bad news from Europe 
and good news from the 
U.S. have tossed the stock 
market around over the 
past week. Stocks slumped 
Monday as Cyprus scram¬ 
bled to rescue its banks. 
They rallied Tuesday on 
stronger home prices and 
a jump in factory orders. 
“There are still plenty of 
worries about (Europe’s) 
banking system,” said J.J. 
Kinahan, chief derivatives 
strategist at TD Ameritrade. 
“But the U.S. really is on a 
nice little roll.” 

Kinahan said he thought 


the S&P 500 could make 
another run at its record 
high on Thursday. 

Cyprus is preparing to re¬ 
open its banks on Thursday 
after a nearly two-week 
shutdown. An international 
bailout requires people 
with large bank balances 
to help pay for the rescue. 
In Italy, a leading political 
party failed in its attempt 
to form a new government. 
The stalemate has raised 
fears that the country will 
be unable to manage its 
deep debts. Italy has the 
third-largest economy of 
the 17 countries that use 
the euro. 

Worries also hit Europe’s 
bond markets especially 
hard. Borrowing rates for It¬ 
aly and Spain shot higher, a 
sign of weaker confidence 
in their financial health. 
Rates for Germany and 
France, two of Europe’s 
more stable countries, sank 
as traders shifted money 
into their bonds. 

In the U.S., the Nasdaq 
composite inched up 4.04 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
3,256.52. 

Four of the 10 industry 
groups in the S&P 500 index 


edged higher. Utilities and 
health care, which inves¬ 
tors tend to buy when they 
want to play it safe, made 
fhe biggest gains. 


Health care is the best per¬ 
forming industry in the S&P 
this year, up 14 percent. 
That compares with a 10 
percent rise for the S&P 500. 
Kim Forrest, a senior equity 
analyst at Fort Pitt Capital, 
said it appears that many 
investors are treating cer¬ 


tain stocks as if they were 
bonds. 

“There’s a recognition that 
bonds are overpriced, so 
people are moving into 


healthcare and utilities 
that pay a nice dividend,” 
she said. “Those are pretty 
boring investments, and 
by that I mean their prices 
don't move a lot." 

News about Italy also 
helped drive traders into 
the safety of U.S. gov¬ 


ernment bonds, pushing 
benchmark yields to their 
lowest level this month. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea¬ 
sury note dropped to 1.84 
percent, a steep fall from 
1.91 percent late Tuesday. 
The S&P 500 closed within 
three points of its record 
high of 1,565.15. The stock 
index hit that peak on Oct. 
9, 2007, before the Great 
Recession and a financial 
crisis roiled financial mar¬ 
kets. 

Among other stocks mak¬ 
ing big moves: 

— Cliffs Natural Resources, 
an iron ore mining compa¬ 
ny, plunged 14 percent, the 
biggest loss in the S&P 500. 
Analysts warned that falling 
iron ore prices would likely 
sink the company’s stock. 
Cliffs fell $2.97 to $18.46. 

— Science Applications In¬ 
ternational Corp. surged 5 
percent after the security 
and communications tech¬ 
nology provider reported 
a fourth-quarter profit that 
was better than analysts 
were expecting. SAIC also 
announced a special divi¬ 
dend of $1 per share, and 
its stock gained 50 cents to 
$13.32. □ 


Heinz sets date for vote on company sale 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Shareholders of 
H.J. Heinz Co. will vote on April 30 
whether to sell the ketchup maker to 
Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway 
and 3G Capital for $23.3 billion. 

Heinz also said Wednesday that an¬ 
titrust regulators approved the deal 
early, clearing one of the conditions 


to completing the transaction. 

Heinz shareholders will receive $72.50 
in cash for each share they own if the 
deal is approved. 

Based on Pittsburgh-based Heinz's 
number of shares outstanding, the 
deal is worth $23.3 billion. 


Including debt, the deal is worth 
about $28 billion. 

Berkshire Hathaway Inc., based in 
Omaha, Nebraska, is putting up 
$12.12 billion in return for half of the 
equity in Heinz, as well as $8 billion of 
preferred shares that pay 9 percent. 
Brazil's 3G Capital will run Heinz.Q 



Trader Luke Scanlon rushes across the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. Renewed worries about Europe's debt crisis 
held the Standard & Poor’s 500 index back from reaching an 
all-time high. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 



Blondie 

HONEY, I JUST HAD A DREAM 
THAT SOMEONE BROKE IN AND 
STOLE ALL OP OUR FURNITURE 
DOWNSTAIRS/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 

~eRMM, I'LL SHOW TO 
THESE PICTURES ANP 
, m TELL ME WHATW 
IREM 1NP 401/ OF 

i/tc; 

ROOM 
RUG, 


kitchoTiTvou CAN 


COME ANP 
GET HIM NOW., 


BATH¬ 

ROOM 

RUG. 




Baby Blues 


WWW RMP OF SANDWICH DO TOO 
W WT R>£ TOMoPPOOi, HAMNM6 ? 



MOM? IT^ME.WHY ARENT 
YOU PICKING UP?OH,WEU-- 
WHAT i FtOUNP 
INMYPAOCPACKPUKE, 
THREE OF OUR 
09PPLESS 
HANDSETS! 
AHWA^OAtL 
ME BNOK WH¬ 
OM,WAIT.. 

* 
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Difficulty Level 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Carpets 

5 Endeavors 

10 Edinburgh 
resident 

14 Perched upon 

15 Jewish leader 

16 Cab 

17 Shade of blue 

18 Opening 
remark at an 
awkward time 

20 Definite article 

21 Peak 

22 Make a get 
emotional in 
public 

23 Harshness 

25 Inquire 

26 Waltzed, e.g. 

28 Fluid part of the 

blood 

31 Carrying a gun 

32 Postponement 

34 Everybody 

36 Nourish 

37 Large couch 

38 Soft cheese 

39 Light brown 

40 Ambulance’s 
warning device 

41 Bart Simpson’s 
mom 

42 Boulevard 

44 Beauty parlors 

45 Conjunction 

46 Scatter about 

47 VP _ Agnew 

50 Loafer or clog 

51 Two-cup 
undergarment 

54 Change 

57 Sad fate 

58 Coal or gas 

59 Dig deeply 

60 Take apart 

61 TV show award 

62 Went out with 

63 Buzzing insects 

DOWN 

1 _ and rave; go 
on a tirade 

2 Ogden’s state 

3 Self-_; 

autonomy 

4 _on; watch 

from hiding 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


5 Three-legged 
stand 

6 Foyt or Unser 

7 Mountain goat 

8 Flow’s opposite 

9 Gentleman 

10 Piles 

11 Birthday party 
dessert 

12 Strong animals 

13 Spare _; item 
in the trunk 

19 School 
composition 

21 Like fine wine 

24 Frosted 

25 Pres. Chester 
_ Arthur 

26 Loony 

27 Regions 

28 Make 
arrangements 

29 Soup-flavoring 
item with a rich 
inner core 

30 Straighten 

32 Soil 

33 Genesis lady 

35 Pinky & Bruce 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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37 Passed away 

38 Bundle of hay 

40 Mexican mister 

41 Female horse 

43 Seldom 

44 Hiqh on druqs 

46 Push 

47 Not in danger 

48 Reddish purple 


49 Dating couple 
gossiped about 

50 Gritty residue 

52 _ away; 
galloped off 

53 Actor John _ 

55 Find a sum 

56 Soothing drink 

57 Give a name to 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 

newly renovated, Ocean and Pool 
view $5,500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 10-1 br $8,500 
wk 11 -1 br $8000 
wk 12- 2br $12500 
wk 13 1 br $8900 
wk 13- 2br $8900 
wk 14 - 2br $8900 
Pis call 732-2788 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 


199141 



ANTIQUESHOP 

ROCOCO PLAZA na T.L. 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Open: 9.AM-1.PM 

SALE : Furniture,Antique 
Decorations, etc from 
Europa. Have Lay Away 
+ 20% disc, on furniture 

Open daily 9-1 4.30-5.30 also Sell 


Teh 5&2-06W / 503-7464 
ScHdI land Jtr. 70 


Exte 

jra 

5-Tudig A IU 


„d your Stay 



Qualify Apartments ■ 

A Aptj. "Fully 

‘ / A \rcc / Cable TV "Swimming Poo! 

LiSf thill E fflili; frotti fctiCh A 411fufrt*?lWfK*ES. 

Fed free to contact or visit us. 

M-an - fri: 6am-7pin. Sat 6. Swu 9am-5pm. 



Bubali 113-C 

WELL PRICED TOWNHOUSE 
LOCATED IN POPULAR 
UPSCALE SMALL RESIDENCY, 
CLOSE TO EAGLE BEACH. 

This well kept townhouse 
is built on 479 m 2 / 5269 sf 
of property land. 

The property comes with: 
landscaped, private garden, 
fully airconditioned, free 
standing maidsroom, private 
(paved) parking, 3 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms and more. 


Onju^i 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



Hilt 


US$289. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


Hepp'fM. 



FOR SALE 

La Cabana wks 11 & 12 

1 bdr sleeps 4 ocean view 414 A 
$9,700 each fixed weeks newly 
remodeled 

donbil@peoplepc.com 
After April 1 -941 309 3948 

199129 

FOR SALE 
Florida Time Share 

Grand shores west. South of 
Tampa wk 3+4 

Island towers Ft. meyers beach 
12/15 wk 50 Ibr. 1800 BO local 3/7 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

_ 198887 

FOR SALE 
Time Share 

Divi properties floating wks 

Studio, Ibr wk 11-50 

Tropicana wk 7 1 br 3200 

wk 2 Paradise Villar Rm 3/13 2800 

BO. Local 565-9394 

rmwjmw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

_ 198886 

Private Tours & Transport. 

Aruba Mystic Excursions 

$25 p.p. / ph / Carubbian: Thu 
26 years with tourist! 
reservation 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail .com 

_ 199134 

Do you want to Sell 

your Time Share? contact us 
26 years experience, free listings 
paperwork be handled untill 
transfer of ownership 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

199134 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 

Ibr wk 13 room #344 P.O. $11500 
2br wk 13 room # 632 P.O. $23000 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 

199134 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 

La Cabana BRC 

1 br wk 13 room #342A P.O. $8500 
Ibr wk 14 room # 340C P.O. $8500 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 

199134 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 
Marriott Surf Club 
2br platinum garden view $17500 
Oceania Condo 

3 br 2 y 2 bath 4th floor $750,000 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wkl -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

FOR SALE 

Beach Villas at the Phoenix 

New 1 bedroomn, 2 bath. 

34 years left 
#634-wkl 2 
$14,000 

email, maryalicemacalh@aol.com 
USA call 610-724-6323 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 


198526 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance ocean view 

week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 

ritchey5652@comcast. net 


FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenic 

wk 12 room #1101,1 bedroom. 

30 years remaining, $7000. 
email, maryalicemacalh@aol.com 
USA call 610-724-6323 

199103 


Salon Special 

Massage (50 min) $45 
Massage (80 min) $75 
Manic & Pedicure $30 
Facial (basic) $45 and much more 
Bella Vista Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43 A free pick up !! 
Call now: 583-7338/737-1408 

199132 


FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 

Renaissance Suites 

1 br wk 13 room #2521 pool ocean 

view $8,500 

Call (297) 731-2012 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Free listings 26 years exp. 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 
Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 
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Violonco Ag Women 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

* f x Oranjestad 

Dr. van Trigt 

HTwIT-rrHUTO 
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POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD _St- CruzTei:_58_5-8028 
S. NICOLAS San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


SERVICES 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Carnival Freedom 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FA_DA)_Tel : _583-299_9_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetric Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Teh 583-33_45/58_6-_6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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States answer help wanted ad to be drone test site 



In this Jan. 15, 2009 , file photo The Global Hawk, is unveiled at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. Ad¬ 
ministration is looking for six sites to test drones before they are integrated into the civilian air¬ 
space. Fifty teams from 39 states have applied for the chance to boost their economies. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It’s the 
land where Chuck Yeager 
broke the sound barrier, 


where the space shuttle 
fleet rolled off the assem¬ 
bly line and where the first 
private manned rocketship 
climbed to space. 


Capitalizing on Southern 
California’s aerospace 
fortunes, two rival groups 
want to add another lau¬ 
rel: drone test range. 


They face crowded com¬ 
petition. In search of an 
economic boost, more 
than half the country is 
looking toward the sky — 
expected to be buzzing in 
the near future with pilot¬ 
less aircraft. 

Before that can become 
reality, the Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration last 
month put out a call to test 
fly drones at half a dozen 
to-be-determined sites be¬ 
fore they can share the 
same space as commer¬ 
cial jetliners, small aircraft 
and helicopters. 

Fifty teams from 37 states 
answered, vying to win 
bragging rights as a hub for 
unmanned aerial vehicles. 
The military has long flown 
drones overseas to support 
troops, spy on enemies 
and fire missiles. There's a 
recent clamor to fly them 
domestically to track the 
health of crops, fight wild¬ 
fires in remote terrain, con¬ 
duct search and rescue af¬ 
ter a disaster and perform 
other chores considered 
too “dirty, dull or danger¬ 
ous” for pilots. The expand¬ 
ing use for drones comes 
amid concerns of a “Big 
Brother” society. 

The untapped civilian mar¬ 
ket — estimated to be 
worth billions — has cre¬ 
ated a face-off, with states 
perfecting their pitch — 
ample restricted airspace, 
industry connections, aca¬ 
demic partners — not un¬ 
like what you might read in 
a tourism brochure. 

“It’s the chance to get 
in on the ground floor of 
what may be the next big 
business,” said Peter Sing¬ 
er, a robotics expert at the 
Brookings Institution think 
tank in Washington. “The 
states competing hope it 
might make them the ro¬ 
botics equivalent of Detroit 
for automobiles in the 20th 
century or Silicon Valley for 
computers." 

Winners will play key roles 
in helping the govern¬ 
ment seamlessly transition 
drones, which are con¬ 
trolled remotely by joystick, 
into the civilian airspace 
without crashing into other 
planes or injuring bystand¬ 
ers. 

Supporters of a Southern 


California test site point 
to an existing drone pres¬ 
ence. General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems Inc., 
based in the San Diego 
suburbs, makes the Preda¬ 
tor that has circled over 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Just 
outside of downtown Los 
Angeles, AeroVironment 
introduced the world’s first 
hummingbird spy plane 
and is developing other 
tiny drones inspired by biol¬ 
ogy. 

“From start to finish, you 
can do your UAV work 
here,” said John Rose of 
the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronau¬ 
tics, which co-sponsored 
a three-day drone confer¬ 
ence this week in the Los 
Angeles area focused on 
civilian uses. 

There are two competing 
California bids from airport 
agencies in Ventura Coun¬ 
ty northwest of Los Ange¬ 
les and Kern County in the 
Mojave Desert. 

“If we are successful, it 
would be an economic 
stimulus for the region mov¬ 
ing forward,” said Bill Burat- 
to of the Ventura County 
Economic Development 
Association, which is work¬ 
ing with county airport of¬ 
ficials on a plan to have 
drones fly from Point Mugu, 
the site of numerous Navy 
training exercises. 

Their in-state competitor 
envisions test flights out of 
the high desert skies about 
150 miles (240 kilometers) 
north of Los Angeles and 
touts its remoteness and 
access to military and civil¬ 
ian facilities currently doing 
drone research. 

“You kind of want to be 
in the middle of nowhere. 
You don’t want to risk be¬ 
ing close to a populated 
area," said Eileen Shibley, 
who leads the effort for the 
Indian Wells Valley Airport 
District.Other states have 
taken a different tact, put¬ 
ting on a united front or 
partnering with a neighbor¬ 
ing state to pool resources. 
Ohio — the home state of 
Apollo 11 astronaut Neil 
Armstrong, Mercury astro¬ 
naut John Glenn and the 
Wright brothers — teamed 
with Indiana to increase 
both states' odds. □ 


Easter 

Brunch 


TheWestin 

RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


1 1 am - 2 pm 


AT 


Bon Bini 


Restaurant 


Special items on the buffet are: 


Peel and eat shrimp 
Seafood salad ceviche 
Caprese salad 
Arroz con polio 
Easter ham 

Snapper criollo with banana 
Healthy superfoods 
Smoked Salmon 
Omelet satation 


$32 


excluding service charge and taxes 

for reservations call 586-4466 
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Ford not ‘yet’ ready 
to talk ‘Star Wars’ 
sequels 


RYAN PEARSON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Harri¬ 
son Ford isn't ready — “yet” 
— to talk about his report¬ 
ed part in Disney’s planned 
“Star Wars” sequel, but 
he praises its director, J.J. 
Abrams. 

“I think he’s fantastic," Ford 
said in a recent interview. “I 
did his first movie, ‘Regard¬ 
ing Henry,’ with Mike Nich¬ 
ols. A wonderful talent. Ex¬ 
traordinary guy.” 

The 70-year-old actor — 
who came to fame playing 
Han Solo in the “Star Wars” 
trilogy — is shrugging off 
questions about that char¬ 
acter while promoting his 
role as Brooklyn Dodgers 
president Branch Rickey in 
the upcoming Jackie Rob¬ 
inson film “42.” 

Asked how he feels gen¬ 


erally that the “Star Wars” 
sequel and Disney spinoffs 
are in the works, Ford re¬ 
sponded: “I don’t feel any¬ 
thing at the moment yet.” 
In an article published ear¬ 
lier this month, “Star Wars" 
creator George Lucas told 
Bloomberg Businessweek 
that Ford, Mark Hamill and 
Carrie Fisher had been in 
negotiations to return to 
the franchise even before 
Lucasfilm was sold to Dis¬ 
ney last year. 

Was Ford surprised by that 
announcement? He makes 
the universal zipping-my- 
lips sign. Asked what it will 
take to get him to commit 
to play Han Solo again. 
Ford said, “Urn, I don't even 
want to discuss that. It's 
great. Ain’t it great?” 

It’s been over two decades 
since Abrams wrote the 



In this Saturday, March 23,2013 photo, Harrison Ford, left, and Chadwick Boseman, cast members 
in the new film “42,” pose together for a portrait, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


“Regarding Henry” screen- recently? smirking and taking a slow 

play. Have the two chatted “About what?” Ford asked, sip from a cupO 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Actress Ashley Judd won’t 
run for U.S. Senate 



In this Nov. 1, 2008 file photo, actress Ashley Judd, a Kentucky 
native, speaks at a Democratic get-out-the-vote rally in Louis¬ 
ville, Ky. 

Associated Press 


FRANKFORT, Kentucky (AP) 

— Actress Ashley Judd says 
she won’t run for U.S. Sen¬ 
ate in Kentucky against 
Republican Leader Mitch 


McConnell. 

Judd made the announce¬ 
ment in a Twitter message 
late Wednesday after¬ 
noon. 


Judd had hinted last week 
that she was nearing a de¬ 
cision about the race. 

The former Kentucky resi¬ 
dent now living in suburban 
Nashville, Tennessee, has 
said little publicly about 
her intentions. 

However, she has been 
meeting with several Dem¬ 
ocratic leaders, including 
Gov. Steve Beshear, to dis¬ 
cuss a possible run. 
Defeating McConnell 
would be the Democrats’ 
biggest prize of the 2014 
election. 

His seat is one of 14 that 
Republicans are defend¬ 
ing while Democrats try to 
hold onto 21. Democrats 
hope to retain or add to 
their 55-45 edge. 

Judd has starred in several 
movies including “Kiss the 
Girls" and “Dolphin Tale.’O 


Wachowskis to make 
sci-fi series for Netflix 


NEW YORK (AP) — Netflix's 
newest original series will 
be science-fiction from the 
duo behind the “The Ma¬ 
trix” trilogy. 

Netflix announced Wednes¬ 
day that it will stream 
“Sense8” late next year for 
subscribers. The series is the 
first foray into television for 
Andy and Lana Wachows- 
ki, the filmmaking siblings 
who directed “The Matrix" 
and last year's “Cloud At¬ 
las." 

Netflix called the 10-epi- 
sode series “a gripping 
global tale of minds linked 
and souls hunted.” The 
show runner will be J. Mi¬ 
chael Straczynski, creator 
of “Babylon 5,” which aired 
for five seasons in the 1990s. 



his Oct. 24, 2012 file photo shows Co-directors Lana Wachowski 
and Andy Wachowski at the Los Angeles premiere of “Cloud 
Atlas” in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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Netflix made its biggest 
splash with an original se¬ 
ries last month with the de¬ 
but of the political thriller 
“House of Cards,” starring 
Kevin Spacey. 

This spring, it will premiere 
the horror series “Hem¬ 
lock Grove” and the re¬ 
born comedy “Arrested 
Development/’^ 




This March 22, 2013 file photo shows Canadian singer Justin 
Bieber performing on stage in Zurich, Switzerland. 

Associated Press 


Authorities: Neighbor 
claims battery by Bieber 


CALABASAS, California 
(AP) — Deputies were in¬ 
vestigating claims made 
Tuesday by a neighbor that 
Justin Bieber attacked and 
threatened him during an 
argument in suburban Los 
Angeles, authorities said. 

No one was arrested and 
few details were immedi¬ 
ately available. 

A representative of Bieber, 
Melissa Victor, did not im¬ 
mediately return a request 
for comment. 

Online schedules indicate 
the “Baby” singer is in the 
midst of a European tour 
and performed a show in 
Poland on Monday night. 
Authorities were called to 
the Calabasas scene just 
after 9 a.m., said Steve 
Whitmore, spokesman for 
the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

“There have been allega¬ 
tions made against Mr. 
Bieber of battery and mak¬ 
ing threats,” Whitmore said. 
It’s unclear who called au¬ 
thorities, and whether there 
might have been previ¬ 
ous problems between 
the 19-year-old singer and 
neighbors, Whitmore said. 

In recent years, the Cana¬ 
dian singer has been con¬ 
stantly chased by paparaz¬ 
zi while publicly morphing 


from an almost angelic 
mop-topped teen to an 
adult battling a bad boy 
image. 

Recently, Bieber lashed out 
at paparazzi and lunged 
at one photographer as 
members of the singer's 
entourage held him back. 
Last summer, he got a 
speeding ticket while trying 
to avoid a bevy of photog¬ 
raphers on a Los Angeles 
freeway in his distinctive 
chrome Fisker Karma. 

He collapsed backstage 
during a recent London 
concert and canceled a 
performance in Portugal. 
Prosecutors decided 
against filing charges after 
the pop star was accused 
of kicking and punching 
a photographer outside a 
Calabasas movie theater 
in May 2012. 

Earlier this year, an ex¬ 
bodyguard sued Bieber for 
alleged assault and more 
than $420,000 in unpaid 
wages. Moshe Benabou 
claims Bieber repeatedly 
punched him in the chest 
after an argument over the 
singer's entourage. 

Lately, the slim singer has 
taken to whipping off his 
shirt in public places. 

The investigation was first 
reported by TMZ.com.Q 
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Courting Cowardice 



Caution, Curves Ahead In Syria 


MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - As the arguments 
unfurled in Tuesday’s case on 
same-sex marriage, the Supreme 
Court justices sounded more and 
more cranky. 

Things were moving too fast for 
them. 

How could the nine, cloistered be¬ 
hind velvety rose curtains, marble 
pillars and archaic customs, pos¬ 
sibly assess the potential effects 
of gay marriage? They’re not psy¬ 
chics, after all. 

“Same-sex marriage is very new,” 
Justice Samuel Alito whinged, not¬ 
ing that “it may turn out to be a 
good thing; it may turn out not to 
be a good thing.” If the standard is 
that marriage always has to be “a 
good thing,” would heterosexuals 
pass? 

“But you want us to step in and 
render a decision,” Alito contin¬ 
ued, “based on an assessment of 
the effects of this institution which 
is newer than cellphones or the 
Internet? I mean, we do not have 
the ability to see the future.” 

Swing Justice Anthony Kennedy 
grumbled about “uncharted 
waters,” and the fuddy-duddies 
seemed to be looking for excuses 
not to make a sweeping ruling. 
Their questions reflected a unani¬ 
mous craven impulse: How do we 
get out of this? This court is plenty 
bold imposing bad decisions on 
the country, like anointing W. presi¬ 
dent or allowing unlimited money 
to flow covertly into campaigns. 
But given a chance to make a 
bold decision putting them on the 
right, and popular, side of history, 
they squirm. 

“Same-sex couples have every 
other right,” Chief Justice John 
Roberts said, sounding inane for 
a big brain. “It’s just about the la¬ 
bel in this case.” He continued, “If 
you tell a child that somebody has 
to be their friend, I suppose you 
can force the child to say, ‘This 
is my friend,’ but it changes the 
definition of what it means to be a 
friend.” 

Donald Verrilli Jr., the U.S. solici¬ 
tor general arguing on the side of 
same-sex marriage, told the jus¬ 
tices, “There is a cost to waiting.” 
He recalled that the argument by 
opponents of interracial marriage 
in Loving v. Virginia was to delay 
because “the social science is still 
uncertain about how biracial chil¬ 
dren will fare in this world.” 

The wisdom of the Warren court is 
reflected two miles away, where a 
biracial child is faring pretty well in 
his second term in the Oval Office. 
The American Academy of Pediat¬ 
rics last week announced its sup¬ 
port for same-sex marriage, citing 


evidence that children of gays 
and lesbians do better when the 
couples marry. It may take an¬ 
other case, even another court, 
to legitimize same-sex marriage 
nationally, but the country has 
moved on. An ABC/Washington 
Post poll showed that 81 percent 
of Americans under 30 approve 
of gay marriage. Every time you 
blink, another lawmaker comes 
out of the closet on supporting 
the issue. 

Charles Cooper, the lawyer for 
the proponents of Proposition 8, 
which banned same-sex marriage 
in California, was tied in knots, fail¬ 
ing to articulate any harm that 
could come from gay marriage 
and admitting that no other form 
of discrimination against gay peo¬ 
ple was justified. His argument, 
that marriage should be reserved 
for those who procreate, is ludi¬ 
crous. Sonia Sotomayor was mar¬ 
ried and didn’t have kids. Clar¬ 
ence and Ginny Thomas did not 
have kids. Roberts’ two kids are 
adopted. Should their marriages 
have been banned? What about 
George and Martha Washington? 
They only procreated a country. 
As Justice Stephen Breyer point¬ 
ed out to Cooper, “Couples that 
aren’t gay but can’t have chil¬ 
dren get married all the time.” 
Justice Elena Kagan wondered if 
Cooper thought couples over the 
age of 55 wanting to get married 
should be refused licenses. Strain¬ 
ing to amuse. Justice Antonin 
Scalia chimed in: “I suppose we 
could have a questionnaire at 
the marriage desk when people 
come in to get the marriage - you 
know, ‘Are you fertile or are you 
not fertile?”’ 

Scalia didn’t elaborate on his 
comment in December at Princ¬ 
eton: “If we cannot have moral 
feeling against homosexuality, 
can we have it against murder?” 
Cooper replied that a 55-year-old 
man would still be fertile, which 
was a non sequitur, given that 
he hails marriage as a bulwark 
against “irresponsible procreative 
conduct outside of marriage.” 

He said that California should “hit 
the pause button” while “the ex¬ 
periment” of gay marriage ma¬ 
tures. And he urged that we not 
refocus “the definition of marriage 
away from the raising of children 
and to the emotional needs and 
desires of adults.” Did he miss the 
last few Me Decades? 

The fusty legal discussion inside 
was a vivid contrast with the lusty 
rally outside. There were some 
offensive signs directed at gays, 
but the vibrant crowd was over¬ 
whelmingly pro same-sex mar¬ 
riage. One woman summed it 
up nicely in a placard: reading 
“Gays have the right to be as mis¬ 
erable as I make my husband.” 
The only emotional moment in 
court was when Kennedy brought 
up the possible “legal injury” to 
40,000 children in California who 
live with same-sex parents. “They 
want their parents to have full 
recognition and full status,” he 
told Cooper. “The voice of those 
children is important to this case, 
don’t you think?” 

While Alito can’t see into the fu¬ 
ture, most Americans can. If this 
court doesn’t reject bigotry, his¬ 
tory will reject this court. □ 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

There are mounting reports that 
the United States is getting more 
deeply involved in supporting 
the Syrian rebels trying to topple 
President Bashar Assad. There is 
a strong argument for everyone 
doing more to end the Syrian civil 
war before the Syrian state totally 
collapses and before its sectarian 
venom and refugees further de¬ 
stabilize Lebanon, Iraq and Jor¬ 
dan. But I hope that before Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama gets more 
deeply involved in Syria, he gets 
satisfactory answers to the follow¬ 
ing questions: 

The uprising against Assad began 
on March 15, 2011. His downfall 
has been predicted every month 
since. 

Why has he been able to hold 
on so long? Russian and Iranian 
military aid certainly helps but so 
does the support he still enjoys in 
key communities. Assad’s Alawite 
minority sect, which has been 
ruling since 1970 and constitutes 
12 percent of Syria’s 22 million 
population, believes that either 
they rule or they die at the hands 
of the country’s Sunni Muslim 
majority (74 percent). The Syrian 
Christians, who are 10 percent, 
and some secular Sunni Muslims, 
particularly merchants, have also 
thrown in their lot with Assad, be¬ 
cause they believe that either he 
rules or chaos does. None of them 
believe the rebels can or will build 
a stable, secular, multisectarian 
democracy in Assad’s wake. Why 


do we think they are wrong? 

What are Qatar’s and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s goals? Are we to believe 
that these two archrival Wahhabi 
fundamentalist monarchies, the 
two main funders and arms suppli¬ 
ers of the Syrian uprising, are really 
both interested in creating a mul¬ 
tisectarian, multiparty democracy 
in Syria, which they would not tol¬ 
erate in their own countries? 
Syria’s rebels fall into three groups: 
those democrats who want to 
be free to be citizens in a coun¬ 
try where everyone has the same 
rights; those who want to be free 
to be more Islamic; and those 
who want to be free to be more 
sectarian - to see Syria’s Sunni 
majority oust the ruling Alawite mi¬ 
nority. Who can reassure the Syr¬ 
ian Alawites or Christians that they 
will have a place in a post-Assad 
Syria, if the rebels can’t get along 
with one another? 

The Lebanese civil war burned 
for 14 years. It was finally settled 
with the 1989 Taif peace accord, 
based on the principle “no vic¬ 
tor, no vanquished.” It allowed 
Lebanon’s Christian minority to 
be “overrepresented” to reassure 
them that their interests would be 
protected in a future Lebanon. 
Although the Christians made 
up probably 35 percent of the 
population, they were given a 
50-50 split with Lebanese Muslims 
in the Parliament. One cannot 
expect Syria’s Sunni majority, tens 
of thousands of whom have been 
slaughtered by Assad, to reach 
out overnight to the Alawites. In 
time, though, can we expect the 
rebels to guarantee a future for 
Alawites and Christians in Syria, 
which is the only way the state 
can remain intact? Or are we fine 
with the Alawites carving out their 
own homeland in Syria, the Sunnis 
taking the rest and the Christians 
moving to Canada? 

The lesson of Iraq, Egypt, Tunisia 
and Libya is that the sooner you 
re-establish security, the more 
people are ready to think and 
act like citizens rather than sects 
or tribes. After Assad falls, who will 
mediate between the communi¬ 


ties and militias inside Syria to bring 
order? Do we really believe that a 
post-Assad Syria, which doesn’t 
seem to have a Nelson Mandela, 
will be able on its own to build a 
multisectarian government to rule 
the whole country without a well- 
armed, boots-on-the-ground in¬ 
ternational force, blessed by the 
U.N. or Arab League, to act as 
a referee? And who in the Milky 
Way Galaxy wants that job? 

My bottom line: We know what 
kind of Syria we’d like to see 
emerge, and we have a good 
idea of the terrible costs of not 
achieving that and the war con¬ 
tinuing. But I don’t see a consen¬ 
sus inside Syria - or even inside 
the opposition - for the kind of 
multisectarian, democratic Syria 
to which we aspire. In this kind of 
situation, there are three basic op¬ 
tions: We and some global coali¬ 
tion can invade Syria, as we did 
Iraq, sit on the parties and forge 
the kind of Syria we want. 

But that hasn’t succeeded in Iraq 
yet, at huge cost, and there is zero 
support for that in America. Forget 
it. We can try to contain the con¬ 
flict by hardening Turkey, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Israel, wait for the 
Syrian parties to get exhausted 
and then try to forge a cease-fire/ 
power-sharing deal. Or we can let 
the war take its course with the 
certainty of more terrible killings, 
the likelihood of its spreading to 
neighboring states and the possi¬ 
bility of its leading to the fractur¬ 
ing of Syria into Sunni, Alawite and 
Kurdish mini-states. 

I’m dubious that just arming “nice” 
rebels will produce the Syria we 
want; it could, though, drag us in 
in ways we might not want. But if 
someone can make the case that 
arming the secular-nationalist reb¬ 
els increases the chances of forc¬ 
ing Assad and the Russians into a 
settlement, and defeating the Is¬ 
lamists rebels after Assad falls. I’m 
ready to listen. 

This is the problem from hell. 
Sometimes the necessary and 
desirable are impossible, which is 
why I commend the president on 
his caution, up to now.Q 
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Salvatore Ferragamo’s Contemporary Style 

For The Modern Woman 


For Spring / Summer 2013 


Spring Summer 2013 the Gancio Zip 
collection, a symbol of style with a 
contemporary feel, introduces a new 
bag that is already a must-have, the 
Verve. Created to express the bold 
personality of a woman living her day 
with verve and absolute dynamism, 
it is designed to be with her on every 
occasion. 

An exclusive mix of refined lines and 
modern cuts, top quality hides and 
handmade stitching, the Verve has a 
soft trapezoid structure obtained by 
assembling the bag directly on the 
mold which allows its silhouette to al¬ 
ways keep its original shape. Thanks to 
the functional tubular handles it can 
be carried on the arm or as a shoul¬ 
der bag. Capacious and available in 




three sizes, the Verve is closed by bold 
metal zippers enhancing the perfect 
combination of beauty and moder¬ 
nity, where aesthetic detailing, such 
as the Gancio, turn into functional el¬ 
ements. 

This Spring Summer 2013 the firmness 
of the grained natural calfskin and the 
distinction of classic and neutral colors 
are paired with Palladium finishing. The 
combination of two materials, bicolor 
calfskin and exquisite exotic leather, 
give a refined finish. An ultimate mas¬ 
terpiece of craftsmanship is the new 
Verve Light, a deconstructed ultra 
soft and ultra light model. A harmo¬ 
nious combination of natural looking 
vegetable leather of the highest qual¬ 
ity. This self-closing bag is fitted with a 
detachable pocket. Precious pieces 
from the Spring Summer 2013 collec¬ 
tion can be found in the Salvatore Fer- 
ragamo boutique in the Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall, walking distance from all 
the high rise hotels in Palm Beach.Q 

















